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INTRODUCTION 


While indexing people and subiects from the Astoria 
newspapers of the 1870*s, I came across numerous letters to 
the editor, signed with only the initial, "P.". The letters 


told wonder ful stories about the writer’s pioneer 
experiences, and the events that he took part in. All were 
related with humor often directed at himself. These letters 


are remarkable because they are so candid, the writer seeming 
to want to share his feelings and establish a rapport with 
the reader and the world at large. 


All these letters I kept together, puzzling over the identity 
of the writer. Astorians a hundred fifteen years ago were 
curious too about the author of “Adventures Amongst Wild 
Cattle", so about a month after the article was printed, D.C. 
Ireland, publisher and editor of the Astoria mewspapers in 
the 1870’s revealed his identity. Another article, one in a 
series on the dispute over the discoverer of Astoria’s 
cement, also gave the name of the writer, "P". 


He was Truman F. Powers. -—-What a pleasure it would have 
been to have known him'!—- He died over a hundred years ago, 
but his stories still live on. Up till now they were only in 
old, disintegrating newspapers or on microfilm. So that 


others may enjoy his stories, I have reprinted here a number 
of them. I have also included a few articles in which he is 
the subject, from newspapers of the 1870’s_— and 1880’s. At 
the end of this -book is some miscellaneous biographical 
material about Fowers. 


I am confident that Powers was the writer of all the stories 
signed with the initial, "P", except for the first one. The 
author of this letter may have been Adam Van Dusen who was 
born in 1823 in New Yorks but I included it because it was 
signed, "P". 


The newspaper sources were the Tri-Weekly Astorian (TWA), the 
Weekly Astorian (WA), and the Daily Astorian (DA). The 
newspaper that the articles came from was not always noted. 


The articles are organized by date for the most part. 
Exceptions were made in order to keep certain subjects 
together. 


A more thorough search of these newspapers may uncover more 
articles written by my favorite Astorian, Truman P. Powers. 


Liisa Fenner 
June S, 1990 


TRUMAN P. POWERS 


EDITOR ASTORIAN: 

Your excellent Tri-Weekly Astorian of the ist inst. lies 
before me. Success; we say, to you--and to your select 
sheet! 


Half a century ago, when I was a school boy in my native 
valley village in New York in the North West corner of my 
school Atlas, near the mouth of the Columbia river, on its 
Southern banks, in the then unexplored Indian territory, was 
dotted your ASTORIA! which to my seven year old eyes looked 
to be at the jumping off place of North America, so far away 
that I never expected to be able to see it though I= might 
live to be a Centenarian. 


But fifty years time and Yankee brains and enterprise have 
worked wonders, and most marvelous matters, so that to-day 
you are the proprietor of the Tri-Weekly Astorian, a twenty 
column neat sheet with a tip-top start on the Newspaper Race 
Course dressed up in the neatest style of Typographic Art, of 
whose origin, rise and progress the poet has so well versed 
i: 


"Th? Inventor of this noble Art to find 

Has long engaged the Antiquary’s mind; 

To question dates on books and records pore, 
To draw the veil of obscurity’s cast o’er. 
Vain are his efforts, *tis beyond his might 

To fix in truth on man or place the right; 
Doubts still exist to whom the [7] is due, 
Partisans for each their claims persue, -—— 

But metal types the honor all confer 

On both the Guttembergs, Faust, and Scheffer." 


Success, we repeat, attend Oregon’s "Ocean Gateway." 
ASTORIA! and its live and wide awake proprietor. 
Truly yours, FP. 


July, 1873 TWA 


—-mMr. T.P. Powers of the upper town met with an accident a 
few days ago, while working with a horse staked in his 
orchard that has caused considerable pain to his right arm. 
He was standing with his foot upon the riata when the horse 
gave a sudden spring throwing him to the ground violently, 
striking on the arm and shoulder. July 24, 1873 TWA 


-—-The remains of A Bear, not one of the Wall street Bears, 
however, that had committed suicide at upper Astoria Friday 
evening, was brought to this place Saturday and turned over 
to Dr. Kinsey, of the city drug store. It may appear 
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Singular that in these days of general depreciation in stocks 
and financial collapse, one of the famous’ bear fraternity 
should suicide, more especially as he had the endless range 
of the prolific forests in which to roam at pleasure feasting 
and fattening, but such is literally the fact. It happened 
in this way: Mr. T.P. Powers, of upper Astoria has suffered 
the loss of tree by tree in his orchard, for some time past, 
from nightly raids of bruin, and after several ineffectual 
efforts to catch the monster in the act loaded = and set his 
gun for destruction, baiting the trail with a choice lot of 
sweet apples. Without any previous notice the bear came in 
Friday evening, crossed the lines and met his doom. The shot 
took effect in his vitals and he only lived to retreat for 
the distance of about seventy-five yards. The carcass 
weighed 345 pounds. Dr. Kinsey is having it “stewed," that 
he may extract the oil. Oct. 7, 1873 


Personal — The undersigned is under many obligations to the 
man who broke into his farm house and took the locks from all 
the doors, and carried away other articles from the premises 
—~ that he did not take the windows and doors also, and burn 
the balance of the house. I like to be neighborly, and if it 
would be an accommodation to the persons having the locks to 
have the keys also, he can call on me and be accommodated; 
and if he desires to take the windows and doors and will let 
me know of his desires, I will furnish him a horse and driver 
with a moderate charge only. T.P. Powers 

November 29, 1873 


‘0 


—-Keep the birth days. They belong to and are treasured 
among the sweetest memories of home. Two of our oldest 
residents, Mr. T.F. Powers at the upper-town, and “Mrs. 
Jackins of this city, last week commemorated their 640th 
anniversaries. April 30, 1874 


NOT SO YOUNG 
EDITOR ASTORIAN: 

In your notice of my anniversary birthday in your last 
issue, you make my age 60 years, which 1S an error. Sixty 
years ago I plowed an acre of ground holding the plow and 
driving the team (a yoke of oxen). I was born in 1803. igi tee 
POWERS. 

May 7, 1874 


FIONEER AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 
ROOMS OF THE PIONEER AND HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY OF OREGON 
ASTORIA, May 2rd , 1875 
Pursuant to a call of the president, the Board of Directors 
met at 11 o’clock a.m. T.F. Powers, Fresident, in the chair. 


Present--A. Van Dusen, James Welch, = and W.P. Grays 
Recording Secretary. 


The President stated the object of the meeting to be to 
make further arrangements in regard to the Reading Rooms-= and 
such other business as might be brought before the Board..... 
May 8, 1875 


NOT A CANDIDATE. 
EDITOR ASTORIAN: 

Please say in your paper that I decline being a candidate 
for assessor. I have no money to contribute to a corruption 
fund for the purchase of whiskey. T.F. POWERS. 

May 7, 1874 
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EQUAL RIGHTS ASSOCIATION. 


EDITOR ASTORIAN: 


On the ist inst. a meeting of the friends of Woman Suffrage 
was held at the Courthouse in this place, at which Col. 
Taylor was elected chairman, and Mrs. W.W. Farker Secretary, 
and a committee was appointed to draft a constitution and 
by-laws, to be submitted on the 8th. The committee at this 
time reported a constitution and by-laws, which were adopted 
with slight amendments. The first and second articles are as 
follows: 


Article 1. This Society shall be known as the Clatsop 
county Equal Rights Association. 


Article 2. The object of this Association is to secure to 
women the same political rights enjoyed by men. 


After the adoption of the constitution the organization of 
the Society was completed by the election of the following 
named officers: President, Col. James Taylor; Vice Fresident, 
Miss H.M. Morrison; Secretary, Mrs. A.W. Tenney; Treasurer, 
T.F. Fowers, esq-3; Corresponding Secretary, Mrs. Mary Shane 
Smith. 


Addresses favorable to Woman Suffrage were made by Messrs. 
T.P. Powers, W.H. Smith, D. Ingalls, Charles Stevens, E.C. 
Holden, Col. James Taylor, and Mrs. M522 Smith. 


Col. Spedden spoke in opposition to unqualified Woman 
Suffrage, because he thought woman too pure and angelic to 
“rush into the filthy cess pool of politics," feared “they 
would be contaminated by association with the men they would 
meet at the polls," etc., but thought it might perhaps be 
admissable to allow women to vote on certain moral questions, 
and gradually the way might be prepared for her safe 
admission to all the rights of American citizens. 


He was answered by Mr. Holden in a brief but stirring and 
pungent manner. He said the efforts of the ladies in the 
temperance cause, here and elsewhere, had satisfied him that 
woman’s effective, substantial influence at the ballot—box, 
is needed, and must be had, if the evils and miseries caused 
by intemperance are ever to be lessened or abolished. He was 
in favor of enfranchising woman: because it is their natural, 
inalienable, right——-and because the country requires their 
assistance, to save it from destruction. 


Mr. Powers endorsed the movement heartily. though he _ had 
not hitherto considered it expedient. He had always believed 
women had the right to vote, and that they were in every 
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respect as capable as men, but he had not until quite 
recently felt it to be expedient. He said he could find 
nothing in the bible denying to woman any natural right 
granted to man, and he felt that woman’s influence would be 
in politics as elsewhere-—-qood and efficient. He wished it 
understood that in identifying himself with this movement he 
felt no sympathy with Mrs. Woodhull and her school of 
fanatical free-lovers. 


He was assured by a lady that women suffragists considered 
themselves no more responsible for Mrs. Woodhull’s abominable 
depravity, than did individual Republicans or Democrats’ for 
the wickedness of Boss Tweed and others. She referred to 
Colonel Spedden*s remarks and inquired if the ladies he spoke 
of as too pure and angelic to mingle with men at’ the polls, 
had any fathers, brothers, husbands or sons, and if sO, 1 
these men are all models of propriety. If they were not, how 
did women preserve their superiority of heart and soul when 
compelled to associate constantly with them. She thought if 
they endured this strain successfully, they surely would not 
lose all lovely, womanly attributes by going quietly to the 
polls and depositing a ballot. 


Col. Taylor expressed his gratification at the progress of 
the cause he had so long advocated, and insisted that all 
Side issues should be ignored——-that women suffrage should be 
judged on its own merits, and should not be held responsible 
for any ultra or peculiar views expressed by any individuals 
supporting it. 


Mr. Ingalls said he had long been in favor of giving women 
equal rights with men, and was pleased to see the movement 
now going on to secure them. 


Mr. Stevens spoke warmly in favor of the obiect of the 
society, and felt that women’s influence was imperatively 
demanded to correct the shameful and debasing condition of 
politics, and realized that the influence could only be fully 
exerted through the ballot. 


Mr. W.H. Smith said he thought it a shame that women should 
have to ask for the means of protection, and that it was 
pusillanimous for any man to think of refusing it, On any 
ground. He said he did not think a single reason could be 
given why women should not vote, and every reason in favor of 
it was unanswerable. He was heart and soul with suffragists 
and hoped soon to see the cause succeed. 


Mrs. Sarah E. Warren and Miss H.M. Morrison were appointed 
a committee to secure signatures to the Constitution in this 
vicinity. 


The following names were given in during the meeting: Mrs. 
W.W. Parker, Mary Shane Smith, Sarah E. Warren, Miss’ H.M. 
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Morrison, Col. James Taylor, W.H. Smith, T.P. Powers, W.W. 


Parker, Chas. Stevens, E.C. Holden, David Ingalls, Wm. 
McCrea. 


Society adjourned to meet the first Friday in June. 


MRS. W.W. PARKER, Secretary. 
MARY S. SMITH, Cor. Secretary. 
May 21, 1874 WA 


—-To Mr. T.F. Fowers we are indebted for a copy of a pamphlet 


on Oregon, printed by Rand, Avery & Co., of Boston. May 9 <29., 
1373 


—-Mr. T.P. Fowers has written us two very interesting letters 
from the Wallamet valley. He thinks Mr. Hammond Cof railroad 
fame] will turn his attention to Astoria before leaving 
Oregon. July 24, 1875 


—-mr. T.P. Fowers has been appointed Lay Commissioner to the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church which is to meet 
in Brooklyn, New York on the 26th day of May, 1876. Mir 
Fowers expects to attend, and will leave Oregon for that 
purpose early in May. While east he will visit the 
Centennial exposition at Philadelphia. Nov. 20, 1875 WA 


Mr. T.P. Fowers has received a title from the State Board, to 
all his water front interests at upper Astoria. Parties 
holding title under him will therefore be secure in their 
possessions. Dec. 11, 1875 WA 


-—-A new school house 30 by 22 feet in size is in process of 
construction at the upper town. Mr. Powers who has taken a 
very active part in the educational interests of the district 
is pushing this good work along. May 1, 1876 


RARE OPPORTUNITY 
FOR PROFITABLE INVESTMENT 


Il offer for sale all my real estate in Clatsop county 
consisting of my original donation land claim on Lewis) and 
Clarke river consisting of 50O acres, two-thirds tide land 
meadow, acknowledged to be the best stock claim in the 
county. 


Also a large interest in the Upper Town of Astoria, a 
portion of John Adair’s donation claim. Enquire of the 
subscriber. 

T.P. POWERS 
June 9, 1876 DA 
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—-At the annual meeting of school District No. 9 Clatsop 
County, April 2, 1877, C. Leinenweber was reelected Director 
for three years and E.A. Wadhams was elected to fill the 
vacancy caused by the removal of 24J.H. DeForce from the 
district. T.P. Powers was reelected clerk. The trustees are 
C. Leinenweber, E.A. Wadhams and Henry Farnsworth. A tax of 
$150 was voted for support of the school. A vote of thanks 
was given to T.P. Powers for superintending the building and 
getting in readiness a comfortable and convenient school house 
for the district. A teacher employed for two quarters. 
School commenced the 2nd of April. Forty scholars in the 
district, but 25 yet enrolled at the school. April 14, 1877 


NOTES OF A NORTHERN TRIF. 

Church Dedication in Port Townsend 
Sabbath School Exercises—-Off to Vic-— 
toria-Lilliputians on the Wings 
Victoria by Daylight——Her Fine Streets and 
Future Prospects. 

The sun rose this Sabbath morning in its splendor, not a 
cloud to intercept its rays, and all nature seemed to rejoice 
on this, the Lord’s day. As I said before the new 
Presbyterian church was to be dedicated on this occasion. At 
the hour appointed, the house was filled to its utmost 
Capacity, waiting patiently and silently for the commencement 
of the exercises of the day; which were introduced by singing 
an appropriate and (€?7] of music, by a small, but well trained 
choir. Opening prayer by Rev. Dr. Whitworth of Seattle; then 
came the singing of Old Coronation, “all hail the power of 
Jesus name," and it seemed that every living soul in the house 
was singing at their utmost; the granite walls of the church 
seemed to vibrate with the vocal chords; then followed the 
reading of the one hundred and thirty second Psalm, and the 
sixth chapter of the 2d Chronicles; after which Old MHundred 
was sung by the whole congregation in like manner as the 
former piece. The dedication sermon was preached by Rev. Dr. 
Lindsley, of Portland. CThis same man gave the _ funeral 
oration when T.P.P. died.J The subject was “the tried word of 
God," and I need only to say for myself, that it fully 
compensated me for traveling two hundred miles to listen to 
a The interest manifested by the audience on the subject 
was gratifying to christian hearts. The act of placing the 
word of God upon the pulpit stand and the dedication of the 
house to the worship of Almighty God, was done by the young 
pastor, Rev. John Rea, through whose instrumentality it was 
erected. The dedication prayer was offered by Rev. Dr. 
Whitworth, in a solemn and impressive manner; then followed 
the singing of another hymn of praise, with Doxology, “praise 
God from whom all blessings flow," and the congregation was 


dismissed. 
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the Sound, facing the east, receiving the cheerful rays of 
the morning sun, which makes these cloudless mornings appear 
glorious. It is the county seat of Jefferson county. The 
Circuit Court adjourned on the day we arrived, after a 
session of four days, without an indictment being found, or a 
jury trial being had during the term. Judge Lewis is the 
presiding Judge of the district and is highly appreciated by 
the people. The courts for four other counties are held 
here, and most of the prisoners in the whole District are 
kept here for security, as they have a new and strong Jail. 
There are three church buildings in the place, vizs 
Fresbyterian, Methodist and Episcopalian. The two last named 
denominations have no resident minister. The town 
authorities seem to be proud of their public school, it seems 
to be under fine regulations and training. The number of 
scholars enrolled are ninty-five. Mr. Huffman is principal, 
with two female assistants. The buildings are sufficient for 
the accommodation of the present number of scholars. I will 
now speak more particularly of the new Presbyterian Church, 
which is just now completed, and will be dedicated = on the 
morrow, and to be present on that occasion was the main 
object of my visit to this place. The church is a novelty on 
this coast. The main building is of granite rock, in true 
gothic style and presents a very neat appearance, and a 
comforting one to the Christian observer. In addition to the 
main building, is one of wood, continuing the same _ style, 
which is to be used as a lecture and Sabbath school room and 
for a library, and is furnished accordingly. These advances 
in the Christian cause have been brought about by the 
persevering labors of Rev. Mr. Rea, a young Mis C7] this 
coast and located himself at this point about four years ago. 
He first built a neat little cottage and has kept it himself, 
not however, in the usual batchelor style; but in a most 
orderly manner; and it would not offend the taste of the 
neatest housekeeper, if introduced as mistress of the house 
and bride of the owner; which event I anticipate will soon 
transpire. This neatness and order I apprehend arises for 
the fact that his soul is full of music. On Monday morning I 
will give you a brief account of the exercises of the 
Sabbath. We shall then leave for Victoria andl «<PeP. 
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—-Mr. T.P. Powers is away to Victoria on a visit of business 
and pleasure. March 3, 1877 


NOTES OF A NORTHERN TRIP. 

The White Flags of the Columbia river-—— 
Detention and Comfort at Kalama, 
Tacoma and Puget Sound Travel, 
Berths, and How to get Into 
Them, "Middle Man Out,” 

An April—Fool Seat, 

Or no Seat. 

An Astorian Greeting at Port Townsend, 
Appearance of the City, Cheerful 
Feople, A New and Handsome 
Church Edifice, More 
Anon. 

EDITOR ASTORIAN: 

Having determined to break away from close confinement, and 
travel toward the North Pole, I went on board the pleasant 
and fast traveling steamer Emma Hayward, on the evening of 
the 25th of February last, and stowed myself snugly away, for 
an early start on the following morning, and Cwhen I awoke I 
found we were] gliding swiftly up the grand Cwaters of thel 
Columbia and could have reached in short order, our place of 
destination had it not been for the white flags that were 
displayed every few hundred yards, signifiying business, and 
the necessity for our boat to make a landing. it struck me 
that it would be far more pleasant for the traveling 
community, and perhaps the time is not very far in the 
future; if all the business on the river could be left to 
other boats, except the carrying of the mails and passengers; 
especially between Portland and Astoria, and I think that it 
will soon become a necessity, and the public will demand it. 
Everything on this line is conducive of comfort and the 
convenience of the traveling Cpublic excepilting this 
detention. The boats are pleasant and comfortable, and every 
needed attention given for the convenience and comfort of the 
passengers. The fare is reasonable, and the tables 
abundantly furnished with palatable food. Everything denotes 
life, and the prospects of a busy season approaching, along 
the river for forty miles above Astoria; and the question 
would arrise in my mind, are these companies to realize their 
expected gains, or are they to meet disappointment. itd isara 
problem which I can not solve; but experience will teach them 
the wisdom of their undertakings. There is no doubt in my 
mind if they would "cast their net on the right side of the 
ship," they would have success. 


We reached Kalama at 1 o’clock P.M., one hour after the 
train had departed for Tacoma, consequently we had to content 
ourselves as best we could at the hotel, which, by the by, is 
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awell kept house, and travelers are made comfortable; 
everything neat and in orders; beds comfortable and clean; 
tables neatly furnished and well supplied. I did not test 
the quality of their liquors. The house is owned and kept by 
Mr. Patterson, and I could heartily wish that his) first 
expectations might yet be realized, but I can not see the 
prospect of it. After remaining at Kalama 23 £x4hours, we 
entered the car at 11 o’clock and 20 minutes A.M., Wednesday 
the 28th, for Tacoma, with about twenty-five other 
passengers, among which were the attractive musical troupe, 
bound for Victoria. We arrived at Tacoma at 5 o’clock FP.M., 
took our suppers and made ourselves satisfied with what we 
could get. The public would be better accomodated at this 
point if there was competition in the hotel business. At ten 
o’?clock the North Pacific arrived from Olympia and we went on 
board and stowed ourselves away for the night. We failed to 
find the comforts that we enjoyed on the O.S.N. Co’s beat. 
The fare is high in these vast waters. We took passage for 
Port Townsend, paying four dollars; meals and state room 
extra of course. I had in charge a lady and two babies, 
consequently they must have a little extra room for sleeping, 
and for which accommodation we had to pay a dollar and a half 
for the night. The rooms are narrow, and the passenger) must 
step in and shut the door, before he can turn around. There 
are three berths, or shelves, in the rooms, just two feet 
wide, the lower one about even with the floor; and this 15 
the way I concluded we would have to manage in case the room 
was to be occupied by three persons, the one occupying the 
lower berth must go in first, lie down on the floor and roll 
into his bed; the topmost passenger must climb up the middle 
man and go in one end at a time, and lie perfectly straight 
all night. That might do for young people but not for old. 
The armed chairs in the saloon are found fastened to the 
floor, with back to back, so that it was not necessary for 
passengers to wait for April fool day to come, but was fooled 
every time he attempted to lift a chair nearer the lukewarm 
stove. The circular seats in the after cabin were 
partitioned off to prevent a persons occupying but twenty 
inches of the seat, this would of course, make it necessary 


for the tired and sleepy ones to engage state rooms. Where 
charges are reasonable = such devices and plans are not 
necessary, but when they are unreasonable, they are 


oppressive. Our boat came to Seattle in the night, and left 
at daylight in the morning. We arrived at Port Townsend at 
11 o’clock A.M., March ist, and were met at the wharf and 
warmly greeted by friends. Our old and esteemed friend Louis 
Wilson, hurried us up to his residence and surrounded us with 
all the needed comforts of life, and we found rest agreeable 
after traveling three or four days, with young children in 
charge. Fort Townsend seems to be in a healthy condition, 
both physically and morally. It contains about eight hundred 
inhabitants. The business portion of the town iS upon a 
small flat on a level with high water; the residences on a 
high plane from eighty to a hundred feet above the waters of 
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At 2 1/2 o’clock P.M. the Sabbath school met in their room, 
and on account of the large attendance, marched into the body 
of the church, where the services were continued for two hours 
and a half, and then all seemed unwilling to leave. The 
regular lesson of the school was omitted, and the exercises 
consisted in recitations by the chilren, singing by the school 
and about a dozen short addresses by visitors and others. The 
singing was such as should be in every Sabbath school; All 
sang from the least to the greatest, and not carelessly, but 
entering into it with spirit. It is the result however of 
careful training by the young and energetic minister Rev. Rea, 
who is a great lover of music, a correct singer and ae ‘fine 
player. At the close of the exercises an Ivy plant was placed 
in the ground at the front wall of the church, the growth of 
which, is to be observed by the school at each anniversary of 
the dedication day. Appropriate remarks were made by Rev. Dr. 
Lindsley, and the children went to their homes with lighter 
and purer hearts than they would have possessed had they spent 
the hold Sabbath in trifling amusements, as thousands do. O! 
what a blessing is the Sabbath to the rising generation. 


The sermon by Rev. Dr. Whitworth was listened to by a full 
house with marked attention and evident interest. At the 
close of this meeting, ended the services of this occasion; 
and it is to be hoped that in this = small but substantial 
temple, dedicated to the worship of Almighty God, thousands 
may listen to a pure gospel, and be benefitted through time 
and eternity. Much credit is due the young Missionary, (Rev. 
Mr. Rea, who selected this location for the planting of a 
Presbyterian church), for his untiring perseverance in the 
work, assisted by a few faithful ones, until the substantial 
granite chruch is completed; with but a small debt to be paid. 
A liberal contribution was given in the morning for the 
church, and in the evening for the Sabbath school, and they 
will doubtless be able soon to cancel the whole debt. 


On Monday at 11 A.M., March Sth the North Pacific arrived on 
her way to Victoria, and we took passage for that place, 
arriving at 3 o’clock P.M. The weather was misty, but calm, 
and there was no cascading while crossing the Straits, as is 
often the case. The waters were remarkably smooth. We found 
very little attention paid to the comfort, or convenience of 
passengers traveling upon the Sound. They had to get on board 
and off the best way they could, amongst the four footed 
animals; so different from the usage on the Columbia river 
boats, that it was quite vexing to me as well as to the 
others. 


On board the steamer from Port Townsend, I saw a family, 
consisting of father, son and two daughters, which exhibited a 
curious freak of nature. The father gave his mame as_ Hurd, 
and his children’s ages at 19, 22 and 24. The father was of 
medium height, a well set man; the daughter of nineteen was 
rather over the medium height for a woman. The two oldest 
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children were dwarfs, neither of them as tall as the smallest 
of the Tom Thumb party. They were excessively fleshy; the 
girl 24 years of age was the smallest of the two; the boy was 
about the height of a salmon barrel, and nearly as thick 
through the middle. I heard the hackman say it was a big lift 
to put him into the hack. They were not at all sprightly, Ji 
think rather deficient in intellect; they may have been stupid 
from sea sickness. They were handsomely dressed, and = from 
what I could learn from the father, he was taking them to San 
Francisco for exhibition; the thought of which lowered him 
much in my estimation. 


I found but little change in Victoria since my last visit to 
the place, in the summer of 1875. One thing recommends’ the 
place above others, and that is their McAdamised streets and 
roads far out into the surrounding country. It affords those 
who live in the timbered regions on this coast much pleasure 
to take a few hours ride over this road, when they visit the 
place. The city and suburbs claim five thousand inhabitants 
of all races and colors. Victoria will be of slow but 
permanent growth at present; but, on the completion of the 
railroad, connecting her with the Atlantic coast, her growth 
will be rapid and she will become a great commercial city. I 
see by the papers that two million dollars have been 
appropriated by the Frovisional Governament; one and ae half 
million for £71] and a half million for further surveys to be 
expended the present year. That is pretty good evidence that 
the road will ultimately be built. Everything looks permanent 


about Victoria. Very heavy stocks of goods in the stores. Be 
would seem that the Hudson Bay Company alone, had goods enough 
to supply all British Columbia for a year or two. Their 


extensive brick store, is filled from first toe. third floor 
with only alley ways between the piles for buyers to pass 
along. I can only spend the hours from Ro? clock? PoM., eoManrch 
Sth, until 10 A.M. the 6th, when I shall leave for Seattle. 
P. 

May 24, 1877 
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NOTES OF A NORTHERN TRIP. 
Returning from Victoria-——-Visiting in 
Seattle-—An Odious Contrast——Edu— 
cational Interests at a stand still—— 
Reflections. 

Homeward Bound--The Great Unwashed 
from force of circumstances. 

New Method of Dining in Haste-—-The 
Chronic Complaint——-Explanation. 

On March 6th, left Victoria for Oregon on the North Pacific 
at 10 o’clock, A.-M., taking on at Fort Townsend, the balance 
of our dedication party, reaching Seattle at 7 o’clock, P.M. 
Fare from Victoria to Seattle, and for my two meals, one 
dollar. Here I stopped to visit friends, whom I found in 
good health, and in prosperous circumstances. 


Seattle at this time, is altogether the liveliest place on 
the Sound, and I think will take the lead of any other at 
least for a time, and if the expectations of the people here 
are realized, it will be a place of great business. Fifteen 
miles of the Sound and Walla Walla railroad are completed, 
and when this is put through, and the terminus of the 
Northern Pacific is made here as they fondly anticipate; then 
the great Sound port is firmly fixed, at this point. Seattle 
claims to have between four and five thousand inhabitants, 
and is quite rapidly improving and extending her limits. The 
town is building northward on account of more favorable 
ground to build upon; the ascent from the water, not so 
abrupt. I walked in out in that direction nearly a mile and 
found all new buildings, many not finished; the forest mostly 
cut down, and wherever it was possible, on fire. 


All this seems to have been done within a year or two past; 
and yet there was a good plank walk all the way. I could but 
contrast this with the walk between upper and lower Astoria, 
where we have hobbled over the cobble stones, and clambered 
over the drift wood for a quarter of a century. 


TO OUR SHAME, 
Not even showing a blush, when complained of by strangers. 
The moral aspects of Seattle are quite similar to those of 


Astoria. The liquor influence prevails, and religious 
influences stand in the back ground, as with us. Saloons and 
tipling shops, are met with on almost every corner. There 


must however, come a day of reckoning. I saw the pride and 
glory of one of these prosperous liquor dealers while in the 
place, blasted in a few hours; his life only being saved by 
the prompt assistance of his friends. His dwelling, which 
cost him over sixteen thousand dollars, was consumed. It was 
doubtless the work of an incendiary, as the house was not 
occupied at the time. The house seemed to be doomed, as 
every effort to extinguish the flames was, by some unforeseen 
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casualty, rendered abortive, and the house burned slowly’ for 
five hours, until every brand was consumed. Riches take to 
themselves wings and fly away, and when obtained by’ improper 
means, no comfort is left to the loser. The house was 
standing on a block by itself, so that no other property was 
endangered. 


The wheels of education seemed blocked here at the present 
time. The State University which is located at this’ place, 
is standing unoccupied, and there are no public schools’ in 
operation, two or three private schools are kept in the town. 


They have one difficulty here on the Sound to contend with, 
whih we do not at Astoria, in their improvements at their 
ports. The piling upon which their ware-houses 9 stand, will 
last but four years, and must be renewed; for they are 
literally honey combed by that time, by worms. This makes it 
expensive proping up their warves. 


After remaining in Seattle three days, I bade my kind 
friends adieu, and took passage on the Annie Stewart for 
Tacoma, got the priviledge of a state room, and climbed onto 
the third shelf, as that looked to be use the least, and also 
the cleanest. My calculation was this, if there had been a 
sick man in the room before, he would not be likely to climb 
to the top roost. It was snowing briskly when I went = on 
board at nine o’clock p.m., and I expected to see any 
quantity of snow in the morning, but the ground was too moist 


and warm to preserve it in the form of snow. The fog was 
quite dense, and the boat did not start until three o’clock 
a.m., arriving at Tacoma just in time for the cars. I was 


awoke by the watchman pounding upon the room doors, crying 
"Tacoma!" 


I slid down as easily as I could from my loft, and hastened 
on my clothes; finding no water or towel, or any other toilet 
accommodations, I hastened out with unwashed face, and was 
told on landing, that we had but fifteen minutes time, to 
obtain our tickets and breakfast. I said then, washing goes 
by the board, and rushed to the ticket office, found two or 
three before me, and was in a hurry all over, until I 
obtained my ticket. 


I then hastened to the breakfasting room, where I found the 
waiters were very cool and deliberate in their movements; and 
thinking my fifteen minutes were about out when the waiter 
came for my order, I ate the half of a breakfast that was 
left by a passenger that had come before me, and abandoned 
the whole of my own for the next man that came. I was soon 
on board the car, and felt a satisfaction, in feeling the 
jerk of the engine, as we started for the Columbia river, 
knowing I would find there plenty of water to wash, and time 
to eat a good dinner, all of which I found, wholly to my 


satisfaction. 
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Oregon loses nothing in my estimation when contrasted with 
the Sound country; neither Astoria, with any port on the 
great deep Sound, for commercial advantages. You talk with 
the interested ones over there, and they will shrug their 
shoulders and say, “if it was not for that terrible Columbia 
river bar, Astoria would be a city" which shows that to be a 
chronic disease. But the prospects are favorable, that the 
disease will die out with this generation. One significant 
fact, I noticed on this trip; and that was, that I was fed 
upon the products of Oregon, from the time I started, until 
my return, and the same would have been the case had I 
continued on to Alaska. I saw a vessel discharging flour at 
Port Townsend, that came out “from Astoria", over the 
“terrible" Columbia bar. These can be but little use, in my 
Qiving any further particulars of this trips; only that I felt 
quite at my ease when I got on board the Welcome at Kalama, 
on which I proceeded to Portland, transferred myself to the 
Dixie, and on the next day, found myself at home; gratified, 
if not benefited by the trip. 


NOTE--As soon as I arrived at home, the Printer’s Devil was 
after me to know how that middle man got into his berth on 
the North Pacific. I could not explain it better, than ee 
relate an incident that transpired between forty and fifty 
years ago, in Cincinnati, Ohio. In those days, the mode of 
traveling from that point to Wheeling, Va-, was by Stage 
coaches when the Ohio river was low. On one occasion, the 
coach was standing at the office door, for the passengers to 
get in; when Porter, the Kentucky Giant, who was but little 
short of eight feet in hight, presented himself for ae seat. 
The agent, who had never before seen the man; looked up in 
utter astonishment and after taking his whole length in his 
vision, exclaimed, "How, in the name of heaven, are you to 
get yourself into that coach." Porter replied with a smile; 
"O, I shut up like a jack-knife"; and this was the way the 
middle man got to his berth. He shut up like a jack-—knife, 
and went in backwards. P. 

March 31, 1877 
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ED. ASTORIAN: 


Your comments on the public thoroughfare through the city of 
Astoria to upper town which hundreds of people have to pass 
daily, prompts me to say a word on the subject, and give a 
little of my own experience for the last twenty years on this 
delightful road. A road was surveyed by the county over 
twenty years ago along the bank of the Columbia river about 
half way through the Adair claim, it was also made a military 
road by the United States government between the two towns, 
$800 expended on it. By individual exertion, a pathway has 
been kept open until within two or three years, since which 
the public have been driven into the river. The settlers 
have occupied the roadway, which was established by the 
county and also by the United States government, by their 
buildings and yards, and thrown obstructions across the way 
on the beach. Such a state of things should not be suffered 
to exist any longer. The public have a right to a highway to 
pass over, and by common law, a road occupied as a public 
thoroughfare for twenty years establishes it as such. The 
beauties and convenience of this road cannot be fully 
understood until you are compelled to travel it after night 
on horseback. This delightful experience 1711 give you. 
Being desirous to attend a public meeting the other evening 
in the city, I remained until after night, then started for 
the upper town with a friend who was on foot. When we 
reached the beach at the outlet of Wall street, we found it 
high tide, consequently, we separated, he taking the noes 
through cow yards and chicken pens, and I taking the ramece 
among the floating logs. My friend considered he ha 5 . 
safest route, and I was inclined to think that myself, ae 
from twenty years experience over this Ways I was no 
inclined to back out, and trusting also in my ten rere 
experience of my faithful horse, I pushed a head. I go a 
without much trouble until I reached an obstruction a noe 
from the bank by the fishermen in the shape of a foo fk a5 
to enable them to go out to their net racks. And I wee lepeerhs 
blocked. I dismounted and tried to get my horse mo ae a aa 
but failed; then I tried to induce him to go under peat 
while I stood upon it so I could jump on as he came F r a 
ther side, but he seemed to be determined if he wen 
etna hould go too. When I found out there was no other 
i linen Nee 5 out of the difficulty, I sprang from the 
Sere ange ze k, and laying myself length-wise on = my 
Hates eas = De eeatind through without damage, though my 
Ube ee eat aat overboard, and came out somewhat wet. 
s 


i . Editor, if neither the city or the 
sree perce” inauins anteaY. a highway, they had better 
See Mere d let us to pay taxes to support governments that 
ia ad sae s or disposition to exercise them. This present 
ee perer nines relating to this road has existed too long, 
Be ese now become actually unbearable. P. 


July 21, 1877 WA 
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Pioneer Life 


Adventures Amongst Wild Cattle 


The earliest experiment of stock raising, was made by the 
writer, in 1848 on the tide lands at the mouth of the 
Columbia river. These lands afforded luxurious pasturage, 
and a wide range for stock, hence very little expense 
attended the raising. My stock soon increased to quite a 
band, and from inattention most of them became wild. I sold 
off the tame stock and left the balance to roam at large, and 
when I could dispose of a carcass, or wanted meat for home 
consumption, I had to take it as I did other wild game, which 
at some times was rather perilous. These tide-lands are 
interlaced with sloughs, like the veins for the circulation 
of the blood in the human system, which are filled and 
emptied twice in twenty-four hours. The cattle would never 
cross one of these sloughs unless they could leap = over it, 
and on account Cof] their serpentine courses it waS an easy 
matter to corner the cattle or run them into a _ pocket. In 
that manner I could obtain an animal by shooting them down as 
they would attempt to escape from their corner. On these 
hunting expeditions I frequently went alone, for I could 
seldom find a companion who could keep in hailing distance of 
me, On a run over these lands. 


On one occasion I wanted a fat calf and I succeeded in 
running a small band into a pocket containing, perhaps, an 
half acre of ground, covered with bushes and timber. The 
Peninsula for about forty yards was only twenty feet wide 
where the cattle had to pass out. Along this narrow way I 
approached them, screened from their view by the bushes) and 
selecting my calf, shot him. I used a double barrel gun, and 
seeing a rather savage looking bull in the band, I thought I 
would take his hide and tallow and I lodged an ounce ball in 
his head which brought him to the ground, and I supposed he 
would not recover his feet again, but in this I was 
disappointed. I had retreated a few steps after firings but 
soon returned to see how matters stood with the bull, and 
found he was on his legs and perfectly crazy. I was within 
thirty steps of him when he discovered me and made for me. 
At this time the tide was at its full, and the water was on a 
level with the banks. I had but one way to escape, and that 
was by the path leading in. I saw, some twenty-five yards 
ahead, a clump of crab trees behind which, I proposed to 
dodge, could I reach them before the maddened brute reached 
me, but in this I was doomed to be disappointed. Before I 
reached the desired shelter I felt as though a locomotive had 
struck me in the back, and in the twinkling of an eye, I was 


flying in the air. 
ave no means of knowing as I had no time 


Fortunately, the animal’s horns passed on 
dy and striking me exactly in the center 
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of gravity with the muscular power of a bull neck he threw me 
a great distance. My gun went straight forward and I went 
upwards, but providence favored me in my descent to earth. I 
came down spread-eagle fashion upon my back, striking upon 
the water in the creek some six or eight feet from the bank, 
with such force, that I bounced like a trap ball. To my own 
surprise I got out of the water without wetting my feet. As 
I struck the water my right hand felt and grasped a bramble 
upon the surface growing fram the bank, by which I drew 
myself immediate up to it and rolled out upon the land 
without ending up, until I was on dry land. Thus I escaped 
without serious injury, only a little sore in the back from 
the concussion from the bull’s head. 


In thinking over the performance afterwards, it reminded me 
of the mode cf turning pancakes when I was a boy. In the 
early part of the present century before cooking stoves were 
in use, all cooking being done before the open fire, long 
handled frying pans were used so that the cook could stand at 
a comfortable distance from the fire, and when = slap—jacks 
were to be cooked the long handled pan was well buttered, the 
batter sufficient to make a thin cake poured in, and when 
sufficiently cooked on the under side, the cake must be 
turned by throwing it up, turning it in the air, catching it 
up side down in the pan, and the higher it could be thrown, 
the greater the skill of the cook, but the perfection of the 
art was not reached until the performer could throw the 
pancake up the chimney and catch it as it came down on the 
outside. I was satisfied that the bull would make a good out 
at turning pancakes, but I was quite glad he did not stop to 
catch me as I came down. This is but one incident of this —~ 
kind of experience. 

PIONEER 
Astoria, August 16th, 1877. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
SS O----—- 
Notes by the Way. 
SANTA CLARA, California. 
September 1, 1877. fy 
Wednesday, August 29th we left Astoria on the good ship 
GrtysOr Chester, for San Francisco on a tour of observation 
and pleasure. Our company consisted of the writer, Mr. Harry 
Thompson, Mrs. C. Lienenweber and three children. We left 
the Astoria dock at 5S o’clock p.-m.;, about thirty minutes in 
advance of the Orizaba. We had secured pleasantly situated 
though rather small for the convenirence of three 
persons; yet, on account of the mildness of the weather the 
voyage was a2 pleasant one. Every thing about the ship seemed 
to be in perfect order s officers pleasant = and watchful, 
making the passengers feel quite at home. Very little sea 
sickness was experienced by any of the passengers, and the 


rooms, 


Se eawyis o4 6505 lus @ D0 ieewiq “es hneUun one 
fnew > tem ) ieee ep) J5A (ew)! Sew (asp. ert 
[  vil@ V8 @! trewees Wm.of ei. bewve? eaned 


ng gosto #588 Ye nee naiten? @ 

ofan enl ep +s Soul See @ nie cane Geet: was 
fwo ym al). tis epee? @ 641! beseee 1 Fed? , 

ev oF7ng) Ye Giilso@ fimtiqn Wa few &4) tH Gis) Og 


GiGee~t » fiw % fee Gig! Hut Ory) s YH sates BF 
oem ¢ Silie yo 4 one erht om) it wrienay era 4 ade, 


beoesee foil ePAa) yb an pew 1 ilove es gn fhee 
mewt Uaed 5° 0) ori oF4811 4 he . varias Gunt@e 


, 
@ —_* 
phas’ @* t hiw ets eoi8 ne | - 
: - 
Se, Oebrifeet (© «HP ntelta a218 Wl 18? B49! “ore m4 
ona a: ovOS @ “Ose ! Aare Sf6as ine HNifreit Se 
ws Garete pui@an wien wires teeaw yg wns te 
erat i yee St dwitet sob grie? pitdoos Ha 
ya‘ Vico? nso GT? 940) he hey vee eke C4 ies? 


wine! “le Gm <e8h) et) ent) apueteih elias wtee ©) 
GAS a etiH*e 1/64 Gee «eu Gridoam Cons Gt? tadDeD eS OS 
sre the .8°: Ghwoqg ohes mete © @4ue OF tres) thus 


sews ee Hieos 9) epi on! bem pH9® ab moe 
SNF “10 MAEIDSIAER StS Lah phos ott Sey (1 ee Ord TedRER | 
ss way “Sie Seri me @45 fs Crni ie ees oe oe 6% 
: 0a" rege gtay Pi Ge 91 Mtas OM ont ms: Sé7reg 
basy O° ude= Biss find avis $4? Geile leew wen T + hie 
C2 \Q0%@ Porn Hit Gt SAM, Gitp cow °° NGT ,oeeenory oAlnw? Te 
sj". 0) Teebins) ©) fon ¢) et4?. .7cm wees] ze ea 02043 
. ewe SG a 


“SOG G28) Devi eet 
MMS See 


— = joe = 


Cepweti (al AMIS AIS 
° -StOi 1 = (ies Seek 

aie Se Sly no e)shtet Pet es GIFS tueph « 

APitev weds Io - wes © Ne is0e44 Nee “ed areas) Ya 
WIA VW | COsiw DAS Sip BOPAdB MES «Se qmaa 
j%ot sw Meohiits sels bie sGswnene 
Ai eetunio § ¢jujet simda ..e-q dzotata & 
hatnusie Giliedeale beweer bet el 9 

Senic $9 St -aiaevnns @<4F => of Jaap 

ais “miitoee «GS We eosnbilia af) tes 
‘anes? Gita wait tind Onihd yreed 
ssh iroasanw “ei ineseagiq ee" bt0 
& oe eisz2; yo wry Re” Fe GT tit | 
nrg “se »*"8onsezeq CH? ta ene ye 


. 


Rate supply of provisions upon the tables was swept off 
: aste. Seldom is old ocean so quiet as on this trip, and 
was truly thankful for my stomach’s sake. 


é ie Orizaba was seven miles astern when leaving the river, 
ut on Thursday morning she was about that distance ahead. 
The day was bright which gave us a fair view of the coast as 
we passed along; about noon a fresh breeze sprung up from the 
northwest, when all sails were spread, and we made about 
twelve knots an hour and gained somewhat upon the opposition. 
All day on Friday we were shrouded by a dense fog, and we saw 
nothing more but fog and water, until we were entering the 
Golden Gate, at three o’clock Saturday morning, excepting a 
large school of porpoises which played around our ship for 
fifteen or twenty minutes. The voyage was rather monotonous. 


One little circumstance occurred, which troubled my friend 
Harry a little. On Thursday morning as he emerged from his 
state room, I observed that he had his coat buttoned quite 
closely about his neck, and on making inquiry if he was 
troubled with sore throat or stiff meck; he replied, his 
troubles were of a different nature; some person had borrowed 
his vest, and had not returned it, consequently he was thus 
buttoned up. We had various surmises how that vest got out 
of the room, but finally concluded that some unknown person 
had during the night, thrust his arm through the open’ window 
and the garment through magic or some other influence had 
fastened upon his hand and was thus carried away; which 


conclusion proved to be a correct one. We reported the 
circumstance to the mate, who is a very polite and 
gentlemanly man, and the next morning before the garment was 
needed he brought it to the room. It was found in the 


steerage, but no one claimed it. Other articles were stolen 
on the ship, showing that low rates of fare ,puts inh 
circulation the lowest order of human beings. 


At six o’clock our ship was fast at the San Francisco dock, 
and as we had concluded to proceed immediately on to our old 
friend, Rev. Lewis Thompson, at Santa Clara, we had only time 
to get to the depot and our morning meal and we were off ata 
rapid rate, arriving here at 10 1/2 o’clock a.m., forty-seven 
miles from San Francisco. Our friend gave us a joyful 
reception. All well. P. 

Sept. 10, 1877 
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NEW YEAR DAY 1878. 

As it is quite fashionable to write out sketches of 
excursions and pleasure parties, enioyed during Christmas and 
New Year times, permit me to give you an item or two, on a 
Pleasant excursion to farmer Gray’s model farm on the 
Klaskanine on this first day of A.D. 1878. The water nymph, 
Katata, was chartered by the host to convey the party to his 
hospitable home in the pleasant valley of the Klaskanine 
creek. In consequence of the boat having to make her regular 
trip to Lexington, we did not start on our trip until i141 
o”’clock A.M. When all were on board, and the let-go whistle 
sounded, we found that our New Year party was quite small, 
but extremely pleasant and happy. The reason of the small 
number going was from three causes: the invitations were only 
Given the evening before, and previous engagements kept many; 
others were kept by the more fascinating pleasures of the 
city. I need not describe the day but only say it was 
faultless, never excelled in any land in mid _ winter. We 
found the water nymph all that could be desired for ae safe 
and convenient passage. She bounded over the crested billows 
at the start, like an animated being, and when she found a 
calm element moved on swiftly, without noise or unsteadiness. 
After a run of an hour an a half, we reached the head of 
steamboat navigation, and a walk of fifteen minutes brought 
us to the unpretentious mansion of our host, where we were 
pleasantly greeted by the woman who faultlessly presides over 
the domestic concerns of that household. (I use the term 
woman, because I like it best, it was the name given, at her 
creation, and it is grace that adorns the woman, and art the 
lady). No one knowing Mrs. Gray would need to be told that 
everything was in apple-pie order; bright fires blazing upon 
the hearth stone, to make the income cheerful and comfortable 
to the outer man; and in the dining hall a table loaded with 
well dressed and dainty viands, for the inner man. All this, 
with the hearty welcome and pleasant remembrances brought to 
mind by the company so long acquainted, rendered the occasion 
a pleasant and enjoyable one. Dinner hour over, we took a 
hasty stroll over the premises, to see the arrangements of 
farmer Gray, and a hasty glance at imported = stock. All 
pronounced in prime order. I did not see the educated gander 
that usually accompanies and talks to the master, during his 
rounds over the farm. He may have been engaged in his own 
family affairs. 

After a few songs by the daughter, accompanied by the 
organ, we were admonished that time and tide waits for no 
man, and if we would reach home at a seasonable hour, we must 
be off. We therefore had to bid our good friends a hasty 
good bye, promising to repeat if life and health was’ spared. 
On arriving at the landing we found Capt. Fisher, for most 
prudent reasons, had dropped his steamer down the creek about 
a mile to safe navigation. Brother Gray however, had 
everything arranged to connect, and on board a small boat we 
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soon reached our steamer, and when safe on board, full power 
was given her to speed her way homeward, where we arrived in 
safety, just as the sun hid himself behind the western 
woodlands. All up to our arrival at the city, was pleasant 
and easy; but there remained Over a mile of rocky road to be 
walked over by the writer before reaching my own home. With 
day light fading and the rocks covered with ice, this part 
was not so Pleasant, and but for the satisfaction of helping 
an overloaded woman over the rough way, I might have 


murmured 5 but on overtaking her loaded down with the 
necessaries of life, taking them to her family, the 
admonition came forcibly to mind, “bear ye one another’s 


burdens," and I relieved her of a portion of her load, and 
labored on until I reached home better satisfied for having 
done a small favor. PZ 

Jan. 5, 1878 Weekly Astorian Supplement 


—-The Presbyterian prayer meeting conducted by the Rev. 
Condit was largely attended Wed. evening. This may be taken 
as an indication of the rapid progress they are making to 
establish a Presbyterian church in this GLtys Capt. 
Ingersoll spoke most effectively for some time as also did 
Mr. T.P. Powers. Next Sunday evening there will be a praise 
service. The choir is so well known already that no other 
attractions need be mentioned to induce everyone to attend. 
Jan. 19, 1878 


—-The praise service given by the Presbyterians Sunday 
evening attracted a very large congregation. Although there 
were no new hymns sung, there were many old ones and they 
were beautifully rendered. The services were conducted by 
Mr. T.P. Powers and ina very able manner and the pertinent 
addresses of Messrs. Crang, Holden, and Freeland were well 


worth the careful consideration of all. The choir are 
entitled to much commendation for the excellence of their 
singing, the volume being particularly noticable. Jan. 26, 


1878 
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Rest and No Rest. 


February Sth, 1878 
EDITOR ASTORIAN: 


Meeting a man wishing to lease a dairy farm yesterday, I 
started in company with him, to show him the best one in the 
country, situated on Lewis and Clarke river, where he could 
lease a butter-milk and cheese factory providing the cows 
were at hand. The sky was dark, and the clouds looked angry, 
but notwithstanding, we started in a small boat from Astoria, 
against a head wind, but having a strong man with me, I 
thought the voyage could be accomplished without trouble, but 
when his turn came at the Oars, he would only use one at a 
time, and that pulled in both directions, so the labor all 
came upon the young man. We made the mouth of Lewis. and 
Clarke however, before the storm became severe, investigated 
the advantages of the ranch, and Mr. M. seemed well pleased. 
I advised him however, to serve an apprenticeship at 
boat—pulling before trusting himself along upon the angry 
waters. Business through at the claim, we proceeded on to 
Fort Clatsop, where Mr. M. could take a land passage by legs 
homeward, and on atrial I discovered that he could make 
better use of his legs than he did with the oars. 


The storm came upon us in its fury in the river, but we 
weathered it, coming out thoroughly wet and with blistered 
hands. After disposing of my man at Fort Clatsop, I 
proceeded on up the river to ascertain the social status of 
the settlers. After beating against the storm for a while, I 
took shelter under the roof and by the fireside of an old 
friend, where after taking a cup of hot coffee, and going 
through with a drying process, I felt materially benefitted. 
Here I spent the night. The evening passed pleasantly as 


music beguiled the hours. This family has an orchestra 
within itself; organ, flute, violin and clarionet, and their 
performances are very creditable. Could every family in the 


land spend their evenings in the cultivation and performance 
of music, at their homes, there would be less tramps’ and 
vagabonds, and far less misery in the world. Some nice songs 
were sang by a young lady boarder, accompanied by the organ. 


Bed time came and it fell to my lot to have a joint 
occupancy of a bed with the district school teacher. He was 
the first in bed and the last up, yet he made me take the 
back side, but being young and spry (£74 years oldj, I didn’t 
mind it on account of other benefits. He had warm feet by 
reason of their exposure in a nude state before the sitting 
room fire prior to going to bed, which is greatly conducive 
to health, and should not be neglected by young gentlemen and 
old maids. Well, in the morning I found the advantage 
gained, I could spell all hands words, such as Nebuchadnezzar 
and Chimborazo with the greatest of ease. 
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I was sorry to find that about one-half the people are 
getting dissatisfied and are determined to sell out. Where 
the fault lies, or whether the country would gain or lose by 
their going is not for me to say; but it looks unwise to me 
for aman in robust health with a healthy wife and four small 
children and good Prospects for double that number, owning 
two hundred acres of land, together with cattle and sheep, to 
sell out when Property will not bring half its real value, 
set himself adrift to settle again in some place not yet 
found, or to drift on until he finally brings up with nothing 
but a large family, without home or shelter. Where the fault 
lies I am not able to say, whether in the male or female 
Portion of the household most likely mixed. But then there 
is a soft spot somewhere, a screw loose in some part of the 
machinery. If I am permitted to guess at the cause I might 
safely say it is for want of united effort = on the part of 
husband and wife, with rigid industry and economy, which 
brings them into this hampered condition and discontented 
state. I know more who if they could year by year invest the 
money they spend for tobacco, in sheep, and take proper care 
of them, in a few years would be in prosperous circumstances. 
The same with whisky drinkers. 


I hope no discontented man will take offense at these views 
and suggestions. 


I must start for home within ten minutes, and if I never 
arrive you will fail to get this article. Sa 
Feb. 14, 1878 WA 


—-Father Truman Powers in his 75th year, was the happy 
recipient of two beautiful valentines on the 14th. He enjoys 
them highly, and is anxious to know the name of the donor. 


Feb. 23, 1878 


SCHOOL OFFICERS OF CLATSOP COUNTY. 


District No. 9, Upper Astoria Barney Gallagher, Beni. Young, 
C. Leinenweber. T.P. Powers, clerk. 
April 15, 1878 
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LETTER FROM UPFER ASTORIA 


EDITOR ASTORIAN: 
A trip toward Tongue Point yesterday revived a hope that my 
eyes would yet behold a good passible buggy road on the shore of 


our harbor to its eastern limits. The work 1S progressing finely 
under the direction of Mr. Sale, and the labor seems ta be 
Judiciously expended. From Watson’s down, for nearly a_ half 
mile, there is a fine ground bank, thrown up by the surf, which 


1S 1n readiness for the Carriage wheel, and for some distance 
down through the bluffs the grading is partially done, but much 
labor will be required to make an easy grade; consequently, hae 
cannot be wholly accomplished with the road labor due this 
season; but during another season, the work can be fully 
accomplished. The road, after the grade is made easy, can be 
furnished with a covering of gravel, of which there is) an 
abundance along the beach which will make it good at all seasons 
of the year. When this is accomplished, making connection with 
the plank roadway at the eastern limits of your city, affording a 
drive of three miles along our harbor, we shall wonder that we 
were contented for a quarter of a century to hobble over the 
slipper rocks and drift-—wood, to accomplish our daily business, 
or to enjoy social privileges. The making of good roads in all 
countries is an important matter, for it adds one half to its 
value, and therefore, the law has provided certain means’ that 
this may be done. Atax is laid upon every male inhabitant 
between the ages of twenty-five and fifty, of four dollars, 
either in money or labor, and on all real estate two dollars upon 
every thousand valuation, that passable roads may be made through 
the country. The reason of my alluding to this, is the apathy 
that has so long and in a great measure still exists in relation 
to the enforcement of the laws in the collection of road taxes. 
We may presume that every good citizen owning real estate within 
the district will be ready to respond to the call of the road 
supervisor for their tax; but there are hundreds within the 
district that are liable, and should in justice pay this tax, who 
care nothing for laws nor for the well being of society, and 
will, if possible, avoid it. Now, what I wish to do, is this: to 
call the attention of the managers of the several canneries in 
this road district to interest themselves in assisting the 
supervisor in ascertaining who are liable to be taxed, in 
collecting the same from their employes, as well of white men as 
Chinamen, for without their co-operation in the business, it will 
be nearly impossible for him to succeed. The road supervisor has 
a hard and disagreable business to perform; and if he is faithful 
and dilligent in the performances of his duties should have the 
hearty assistance of all who have regard to the public interest. 
It is unquestionably the duty of the road supervisor to call upon 
every man he finds engaged in business within the district, or 
living upon his income, whether, honestly or not, to pay his road 
tax, if he cannot produce his receipt for the same in some other 
district for the year then make him work or pay, or else take his 


boots or blankets. ee 
June 22, 1878 WA 
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THE CEMENT QUESTION 


Prof. Hopkinson’?s Monument 

Mal. A-H. Sales has left at our office a relic of a former 
citizen of Astoria, a most persistent searcher after the 
elements that constitute the local worth of any city, or any 
country — our domestic industries. Prof. Hopkinson — long 
Since dead, but never to be forgotten. Professor Hopkinson 
was a practical master mason. He thoroughly, understood the 
work, in all its gradations, and was one of the best judges 
of materials in Oregon. Just how it came about that he 
discovered the wealth in the boulders which lined the beach 
on all sides of this peninsula and in and upon the opposite 
bank of the bay of Astoria, we know not, but that he had 
spent nearly every dollar that he earned himself, and all he 
could get from his friends, to demonstrate a fact that from 
these boulders there could be produced a quality of cement 
superior to the best imported Portland cement, is well known 
to everybody. He died without consumating his desires and 
anticipations, but has left behind him monuments more 
enduring than marble to commorate his untiring zeal, and it 
is to a fragment of this we refer at the present moment. 


During the progress of work upon the county road above upper 
Astoria, Mr. Sales (also a master mason, practically and 
theoretically), happened to cut through a bank at the 
identical spot where Prof. Hopkinson made his first 
experimental test of the materials contained in these 
boulders. He broke the boulders into fragments in ae rude, 
unfinished manner, and burned the mass in his primitive kiln, 
but it would not be reduced to a degree of fineness making it 
merchantable, or even in a condition to be used by the 
mechanic in laying C€?7] his roughest walls even, and the mass 
was thrown out upon the beach as so much waste. This was a 
great many years ago — now one would be surprised to see it, 
Mr. Sales worked his gang of employees upon it, and in 
picking through it picks were broken and twisted in all 
shapes, the mass resisting the work and proving to be as 
solid substance as the slag from the copper smelling furnaces 
of Coquimbo. If such materials as that could be put into a 
sea wall at Astoria, there would never be the slightest fear 
of any erosions or encroachments upon the site of the city. 
We do not doubt but if the right process for reducing these 
boulders is ever ascertained (this same process as wrought 
the fragment now before us), there is enough material about 
Astoria to make from 10,000 to 20,000 barrels of cement 
annually for the next 20 years, and almost practical results 
would be developed as the work of reduction developed. 


July 21, 1878 DA, page 1 
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Prof. Hopkinson’s Monument 

The article headed Prof. Hopkinson’s Monument," is not quite 
correct. I will give you a revised statement according to 
the best of my recollection. As early as 1850 a _ United 
States officer, at upper Astoria, burned some of the rock 
upon a log heap, and pronounced it lime rock. A year or two 
after, a kiln was burned between upper and lower Astoria, and 
sold for lime. It was mostly taken up to Portland for sale 
and the scow which took it up got swamped with some of the 
barrels on board and they remained under water for a year or 
two, when the scow was raised and the barrels were rolled out 
upon the bank, and there remained until 1864; by which time 
the barrels had fallen off and left a sold rock. That fact 
was brought to the knowledge of the O.S.N. Co., who were 
about to commence the foundation of their warehouse at 
Portland, and the article was pronounced an excellent quality 
of cement. Mr. Joseph Jeffers, who then resided in Portland, 
contracted to furnish the company five hundred barrels in a 
specified time. Mr. Jeffers brought all the material, built 
the kiln, and burned about one hundred barrels before Frof. 
Hopkinson had any say in the matter. After the burning of 
the first kiln, as Mr. Jeffers had gone on without permission 
to use the rock, Gen. Adair and myself CT.P. Powers] informed 
him that we should expect some part of the profits, on 
account of our ownership in the rock. We then formed a 
company consisting of Mr. Jeffers, Gen. Adair, Prot. 
Hopkinson and myself. I then had the charge of the business. 
We filled the contract and had about one hundred barrels 
over, which was sold at Portland. From that time on, the 
Professor was on the study of cements up to the time of his 
death; but his cement monument was erected at Cementville, in 
Washington territory. J.B. Knapp can point out the locality. 
Could the article have been ground, there would have been no 
fault found in its use, but in slacking it, like lime, there 
remained hard lumps, which was annoying to the masons; but 
when fully set, was more solid than the Portland, Me. cement. 
July 23d, 1878 PIONEER CT.P. Powers] 

[In Deed Book A at the Clatsop County Courthouse is’ recorded 
an agreement between Knapp and Hopkinson regarding their 


cement works. J] 


EDITOR ASTORIAN: 


I see by the author of the article in the Astorian of the 
24th instant, that Pioneer is frying. to.roo the) Protessomesor 
his just dues by shifting the whole of this discovery upon 
other parties. Let me state what I know is true about this 
matter. About 1858, the Professor came to my house from 
Fortland, (where he had been at work for some time), and 
wanted me to go with him to find a certain kind of stone or 
rock that lay along the beach that he said he believed would 
make cement. He gathered a large quantity and burned it ina 
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log heap, above the uppertown. After burning the next thing 
was to pulverize it, or reduce it to a Powder for work. For 
this purpose he Procured a large coffee mill, and = ground 
about 2 bushels and sent it to Dyer, the Proprietor of the 
Oregonian to make his fountain with, (for he, Dyer, could get 
no cement that was good for anything) Dyer used it, and 
completed his fountain, making it perfectly light and the 
next Oregonian contained a big puff for the Professor. 
Another, thing which is about as near the truth as Pioneer 
gets at things, is with the contract was made with the O.S.N. 
company, it was Prof. Hopkinson that come here, built the 
kiln and burned the cement before Mr. Jeffers came. The fact 
is, Mr. Jeffers knew nothing about burning it and was obliged 
to put that part of the business into his (the FProfessor’s) 
hands. Now if proof is wanting, let them come to the one 
WHO KNOWS 
July 27, 1878 


Letters From the Feople 
Far be it from me, to detract from the merits or deeds of any 
man, living or dead, and whenever I have made a mistatement 
that injures any one in fame or otherwise, I certainly will 
be very glad to retract. I dislike newspaper Janglings' and 
would not have troubled you with this, had not “Who Knows" 
accused me indirectly of falsifying generally. I only stated 
facts which came under my Own observation; which was, that 
the rock on the beach here had been burned as lime rock and 
used as such, before Mr. Hopkinson made any experiments in 
this matter, or was ever in the country, and that the 
recently discovered cement kiln, which ruined so many picks 


for Major Sales, was constructed by Joseph Jeffers. I was 
cognizant of these facts from observation. I saw Mr. Jeffers 
boat the material to the ground and construct the kiln; and 


after the first kiln was burned, worked with my Own hands, 
and had the chief management of the business to the end and 
there are living witnesses by (?] prove these facts. It was 
well understood that this rock contained some quality 
differing materially from lime-rock, and the sinking of that 
scow, and the recovery of the barrels after having been in 
the water for a long time, made plain the fact that it was 
hydraulic cement. That specimen convinced the Oregon Steam 
Navigation company that the article would answer for the 
construction of their walls, which would be under water a 
portion of the year, and induced them to make the contract 
with Mr. Jeffers for the five hundred barrels. I made no 
criticism over Mr. Hopkinson’s experiments in cement, and do 
not doubt, but he reduced the rock to powder in an old coffee 
mill, and it may be that "Who Knows" had the honor of turning 
the mill; but I think it will be much easier to dispute my 
statements, than to show that Mr. Hopkinson’s experiments and 
discoveries ever did, or ever will benefit science or mankind 
in the least. Ask Mr. J.B. Knapp his opinion in the matter. 
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I would make a suggestion to “Who Knows" that he hunt up that 
Old coffee mill, get a copy of the Oregonian containing the 
puff on his cement, and a copy of the ASTORIAN containing his 
letter, and hasten to the Paris exposition, and without 
doubt, he would obtain a world wide fame, not only for the 
Professor but for himself. 

FIONEER 


The Cement Questian 
Upper Astoria, Aug 8, 1878. 
EDITOR ASTORIAN: 


To satisfy yourself, and readers of THE ASTORIAN, that I have 
not departed from strict truth in relation to that pretended 
monument of Prof. Hopkinson, on the Adair claim, please 
insert the accompanying letter: 


Camp, July 30, 1878 

T.P. Powers: Dear Sir:——Yours of 25th inst., with enclosed 
Printed slip duly received. In reply will =§ say, that many 
years ago, (I cannot say how many), the Oregon Steam 
Navigation company contracted with Joseph Jeffers to furnish 
cement, with which the foundation to what is known as the 
“Navigation Block," in the city of Fortland, was built. My 
recollection is that Mr. Jeffers represented that he could 
get the boulders with which to make the cement on the beach 
at, and near Astoria. Mr. Jeffers produced a specimen of the 
cement in the shape of a barrel, that he represented had been 
under water for some time, and which appeared to be perfectly 
solid. I have no recollection of a Mr. Hopkinson in 
connection with the Jeffers contract for cement. I have 
answered your questions as well as my memory serves me. 
Respectfully, 

J.C. AINSWORTH. 


Now, if "Who Knows" is not satisfied that I stated facts, let 
him write another article and sign his name, 
“"Who-knows—but—-little." 

PIONEER 


CProf. Hopkinson was born in 18123 in England, an older 
brother to the wife of Charles Stevens, and a music teacher 
in Astoria. According to the "Letters of Charles Stevens", 
Oregon Historical Society Quarterly Vols. 37 and 38, Frank 


Hopkinson arrived in Astoria in Feb. 1857. Joseph Jeffers 
was born in 1807, arrived in Oregon in 1847 and waS a mason 
by occupation in addition to being a "licensed exhorter- of 
the Methodist church." He was a post master in Astoria from 


1857 to 1859.] 
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UPPER TOWN PLEASANTRIES. 


I wish to correct a wrong impression made by an Upper’ Town 
correspondent, viz: that the music at this end of town had 
ceased; that the musical harps were hung up on the willows, 
and that the mice had quietly nested in P’s big fiddle. Now, 
this is entirely no such thing. The mice in Upper Town are 
more pious and better behaved than the people, and though 
they have an ear for music, they have better taste than to 


occupy the father of fiddles for a mess house; and if “P—-pod 
or quod" would keep out of trouble, he must desist from 
Slandering either mice or men. C[P-pod was another writer 


from upper Astoria who signed his name this way so that he 
would not be mistaken for "P"“.] 


The words "grand martial" calls to my mind the present 
indian fight. Would n’t that be a fine field for the tactics 
and display of a “grand martial!" Seriously, though, of the 
indian war: if I dared I would make a suggestion to our 
governor, who has called for volunteers, that he raise five 
hundred mounted Oregonians, of the old original stock, give 
Gen. Jo. Lane the command at his discretion, and my word for 
it, he would, before the winter’s snow, drive the savages to 
British Columbia, or send them to a warmer clime. He is the 
only man that brought to the gallows any of the indian 
murderers——-except the Modocs-—-of the state or territory of 
Oregon. He may have lost some of the ardent spirit he 
possessed during the Mexican war, when he pursued that wiley 
old warrior, Santa Anna, through his own country, with such 
trepidity as to cause him to leave behind his sword = and his 
wooden leg, but he has doubtless spirit and strength left yet 
to rid Oregon of those savage murderers. I have no doubt but 
the General would take the Job. CJoseph Lane was the first 
territorial governor of Oregon, and the man _ for whom Lane 
County was named. J] 


As you are a man of letters, I presume you would like to 
know something of our public school. Well, the first term 
closes this week, but the directors are not aware of the 
fact. Like an old clock-—-they wound it up in the spring, and 
have n’t seen it since. They have a Grand organ, and music 
every day (a fact which your correspondent overlooked), but 
not having an ear for music they are never attracted that 


way. 


I would give you some items on road work here, but there is 


already too much in this letter-—-next time all the same. I 
don’t charge anything for the suggestions or information. 
P., which stands for pioneer——no kin to Upper Town “Pod." 


July 13, 1878 


—-We understand that one of the most enterprising citizens of 
Clatsop county, a resident of upper Astoria, a gentleman who 
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has always been foremost in every industry, and a leader in 

all movements for the good of the public, has informed the 

secretary of Lambert’s brass band that there is a purse of 

$50 awaiting them at his office when they can march over a 

pee road from this part of the town to get it. July 13, 
8 


Upper Astoria Items 


We are waiting patiently for the appearance of the Astoria 
brass band to claim the $50.00 due them when they march over 
the roadway to this place--we want to hear them toot their 
horns. July 27, 1878 


—-The upper and lower sections of the roadway connecting this 
city were joined yesterday forenoon, and the first persons to 
pass over it were Hon. A. Van Dusen, and Mr. and Mrs. C.S. 
Woodworth. July 27, 1878 


UPPER ASTORIA. July 27th-—-Yesterday was a grand gala day up 
here as the long talked of roadway was completed to this 
point. Just as the evening shades prevailed, Lambert’s brass 
band preceeded by a color bearer and Hon. T.P. Powers’ on 
horse back, came marching into the upper town playing "The 
Girl I left behind me," which was quite appropriate as they 
are most young men, I believe. Soon an immense crowd was’ on 
hand to receive them. They marched through several principal 
streets and finally brought up at the residence of C. 
Leinenweber, esq., and were invited in the house, and after 
chattering a few moments, they regaled the company assembled 
there with some of their choice music. One of the most 
enterprising citizens of this place who would not thank me to 
put his name in print, presented them with a prize of $50. 
We hope this will not be their last visit. August 3, 1878 


BADLY INJURED. 

The friends of Mr. T.P. Powers all regret to hear that he met 
with a painful and serious accident riding to the fire from 
Astoria on his horse night before last. He thought it was 
the premises of Mr. C. Leineweber & Co., or Badollet & Co., 
and in his haste to get there to render what aid he could, 
his horse slipped in turning a corner beyond Devlin’s 
cannery, and Mr. Powers was knocked insensible from the fall. 
His left eye was very badly swollen, and blackened, 
yesterday, showing evidences of the force of the fall, but he 
is able to be about and we hope will not be long painfully 
afflicted. August 3, 1878 
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—-Mr. Powers has still a black eye, and if I did n’t know him 
well would have thought that he had been trying to take 
lessons in sparring, and lacked the science necessary in such 
business. August 17, 1878 WA 


—-Hon. T.P. Powers, clerk of the upper Astoria school 
district requests us to call the attention of tax payers in 
that district to the fact the time is up and school taxes 
should be paid immediately to avoid trouble. Oct. 20, 1878 
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—-The annual meeting of the Fioneer and Historical society 
adjourned Saturday evening. The officers elected for the 
ensuing year were T.FP. Powers FPresident; S.T. McKean, 
Secretary; A. Van Dusen, Treasurer; W.H. Gray corresponding 
secretary, and a board of delegates consisting of ladies and 
gentlemen. Feb. 28, 1879 


—-Mr. T.FP. Fowers has been appointed post-master at upper 
Astoria. He will assume the duties of the office in a short 
time. Oise Fowers filled this same position under the 
successive administrations of a part of Taylor, Fillmore and 
Prerce. March 28, 1879 


—-A very pleasant party was given at the residence of Mr. C. 
Leinenweber upper Astoria, on Monday evening, in honor of Mr. 
Truman Powers, it being the anniversary of his birth. Pitas 
Powers is one of the oldest, and among the best of our 
Gicieeis. April 25, 1879 


BRIRTH-DAY OFFERING——APRIL 21 1879 
[Written for THE ASTORIANI 
Many the long years that now have swept o’er thee 
Silvery white is their touch on thy hair, 
Sorrows and cares ah! how oft they have bore thee-- 
Deep as the scars they have left thee to wear. 


Many the storms thou has passed on 1life’s ocean 

Yet hast thou kept the "Fair Haven" in view; 

Safely thou’st steered through the waves and commotion 
Guided afar by the “Beacon-light true." 


Oft times the winds have been adverse and chilling, 
Tempting the shores that allured thee to rest-—— 

Still onward thou’st sailed ne’er o’er come or unwilling 
"Cause nearer each day to the port of the blest. 


Experience like thine, we might all of us covet 

As also the faith which has grown with thy years; 
Thou’rt rich in the love that springs from and above it 
Soothing earth’s sorrows, and quelling its fears. 


How many the burdens of woe thou hast lightened! 
How ready and willing thy hand to relieve! 

How many the faces thy kind words have brightened! 
"Tis truly more blessed to give than receive. 


And now, on thy birthday, ascendeth a prayer 

From hearts, all as earnest and loving as ours, 

That God, in his goodness, will see fit to spare 
Long, long to his friends such a True-man as Powers. 
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TOUCH TENDERLY, O TIME. 
For a True-man who was Born April 
2ist, 1802, now Seventy-six 
years of Age. 


By I.E.F. CIinez Eugenia Adams Farker] 


If touch thou must, the honored form 
Of him we know so well. And yet 
Thou canst not hurt or harm him, 
Though thy heaviest hand 
Rest on his head. Its silver hair 
Is beautiful. A glorious garland crowning loyal life, 
Royally loyal to the “king of kings"-— 
His Heavenly Father. 
Dost thou, oh time, 
Remove, perchance, the keen delights 
The senses erewhile bore him! take them all'! 
They never gave him abiding Joys; or made us love him more. 
Wanting them, shall we love him less? 
No! For the strength, courage and constancy, 
Sincerity and truth; patience and faithfulness 
The gentleness and love that form his nature, 
Distill a purer light from those kind eyes 
And win more sweet confiding from our hearts. 
Undimmed, as now we see them by earthly dross 
Ah! Father Time. 
The “Perfect Feace" we read of lights 
His wan and noble face. 
Thou canst not mar the beauty, 
Nor chill the joy it brings. It shines after 
Till earth’s sad children, sick of the fruits of sin, 
Behold! pause, ponder; seek its solace 
And seeking, find the "Pearl of Price." 
And j0y 1s doubled: Matchless miracle'! 
Thou canst make it old. 


Thou mayest touch even earth’s rarest jewels. 
But in thy powerful hand they only grow 
Brighter and dearer--more fit to deck 
The born of Him to Whom, at last 
Even thou, oh Time must yield them. 
This friend is ours 
Not thine! And though thou summon Death 
To help thee part us and our heartstrings 
Strain in sore anguish, they will not be broken, 
But reach from earth up to the Home of God, 
A golden thread that shall not lose its tensions 
Till the ripe moment when we all reach home. 
May 2, 1877 
CInez Adams Parker was a teacher in the Upper Astoria school 
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that Powers built. See Cumtux, Vol. 10, No. 2 issue for her 
story.] 


THE TEMPERANCE MOVEMENT. 

The Blue Ribbon club of Astoria completed its organization 
last Sunday evening with 274 names on the list of membership, 
and elected the following officers: Preesidenton,.G-H. -- Bain: 
Vice President, Mrs. I.E. Parker; Assistant Vice President, 
Mrs. ClHo Bain: Secretary, J.Q. Bozorth; Executive committee, 
F.B. Elberson, S.W. Joplin, C.A. Neal, A.B. Jewett, and John 
Brice, ar.; Chorister, T.P. Powers. Mayeco. 1879 


—-Mr. T.P. Powers, clerk of the ninth school district, upper 
Astoria, reminds tax payers that in order to save costs, they 
must pay the taxes due, very soon. Dec. 10, 1879 


—-Died in Upper Astoria, Mary, wife of T.F. Fowers, one of 
the immigrants of 1847. She retired the evening before in 
her usual health which for the years past had been none of 
the best. She crossed the continent and lived in this’ part 
of the state a long period of time. Peace for her at last. 
Her last hours were tranquil. Jan. 4, 1880 


ov a é U efom ad sald sited wae =k on 


HiNSwn( aaaaptraeat SMT 


MOViehsS (eerie 1) Oe geod ve jie RK: ca auton sees 4 
(GSite che Oy (ai) GH Ae wena ASS thin Giri peers uP} te 
tote =. gtoabi emi 6sranieter eainal lee @nd wade 
eihahigavs pou) (ieee ReeA-¢1es~084! Ac eon isnot 
(UG? iPe)> Re ifr ane qi mw I0.0 els Seek Ap aad 
ru &yl. 04 Pose pd (et, -8.F 4 teqit ty an) tant: 4.6 sree O68 
Be Eee een c4.> geedepaiet {ow 


SI) 4g 14471915 CON” MIHin WAY, Ine eVeTs, ele GT y 6 
gan! ,olenD> aee 22 909 Ai Syl? Oreyeir Gel 2udiots, .9) ad 
“the fil sal (reg Yee .uili’ GOES? corte eee; 


i owe oat 24.5 to @tiw ,¢r74 .»t Ssh. equi mi 

i exited poirage or! tethsa) wae .ThEL to eda eieee 
on Peet bed teeg wysay oi) ~ot Coinw tetgem deste 

° SOAS tif SUVA Bye spews ties Grid heesasa et@. uv oc 

<tiees Se Wi) So? @2pe9 | emt, = Ke wq iii a ate . 

7 7 Wai ye .nat, .linpratd ove anus ize) 


es 


LETTER FROM MR. POWERS 

ST VINCENT’S HOSPITAL, 

PORTLAND, March 2, 1880 
Weekly Astorian: 

Not because I have a desire that my name should appear in 
the public journal, nor that my affliction should be spread 
before the Public, nor that it is of much consequence to the 
public interests how this matter terminates with me; but one 
thing I will rejoice in believing, that I have many warm and 
valued friends in Astoria, and those I know sympathize with 
me in my pain and sufferings, with strangers far from home. 
It is in consideration of those dear friends that I ask a 
Place for this in your paper. 

The doctor has been waiting for the last ten days for the 
development of healing power yet remaining in my foot, so 
that he may rightly determine, if he amputates again, how far 
he must go. This has occasioned much suffering to me, and at 
times almost unbearable so that I would have willingly parted 
with the whole limb, that my pain could have been relieved. 
But doubtless the doctor’s Plan is the most judicious and I 
will abide his decision. I think he is gaining in hope, that 
he will not have to cut again (that is, to amputate). I 
think an absess is forming in the ball of my foot, 
immediately under the toes, which will require opening. I am 
not able now to sit up. It gives me untold agony to attempt 
to sit on a chair, and at once brings on a congestive chill. 

My good friends in Portland have found me out, many of 
them and continue to call around at  seasonable times, to 
understand my wants. General Babbitt, the oldest and most 
faithful of all in his 77th year, just ready to spread his 
sails to a heavenly breeze, that shall waft the frail barque 
safe into the haven on eternal rest. He has not failed to 
call often, and his calls have been comforting to me. A 
smile shone from a countenance radiant with Hope and Faith of 
a brighter inheritance beyond the bounds of mortal existence. 
I appreciate my friend’s visits. 

1 Be oil aes 


—-Since Father Powers returned to his home in upper Astoria 
he has received numerous calls from his friends. We visited 
him yesterday and were gratified to find him very much better 
than we expected. His attending physician thinks he will be 
able to be about again. His sufferings were severe in the 
extreme at the hospital, but the care which he received was 
of the very best kind. The sisters at St. Vincent were 
devoted in their attentions to him. Mr. and Mrs. Leinenweber 
have spared nothing for his comfort. April 23, 1880 


—--T.F. Powers is visiting the settlement in Lewis and Clarke. 
Sept. 3, 1880 
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DEATH OF FATHER POWERS. 


Truman P. Powers, one of the oldest and most respected of 
our citizens died at his residence in upper Astoria at 20 
minutes to 2 o’clock yesterday afternoon in the Sist year of 
his age. “The good gray head that all men knew" is at rest 
forever, and nothing remains but the memory in the minds of 
his friends and neighbors of a well spent life. His death as 
been daily almost hourly expected for several months, and 
with him it may be truly said that the weary wheels of life 
at last stand still. The sufferings of this estimable old 
man for the last four years have been at times excruciating, 
but through all he bore himself with the most exemplary 
fortitude and in the few hours of relief enjoyed between 
paroxysms of pain, gave evidence by his cheerfulness of the 
unwavering gravity of his disposition. In the early summer 
increasing infirmity compelled him to forego his daily trip 
through the city and for the last five months he had not been 
at any time free from the most distressing pain. To friends 
who daily crowded to see him he spoke with all the candor of 
his Christian nature concerning death and immortality and 
declared his readiness to go, in the assurance that all was 
well, and that when all earth was over he would see the 
Redeemer in whom he all of his life had placed his7 most 
implicit trust. At the time the new Presbyterian church was 
built, it was his earnest prayer that he be spared to witness 
its completion. The prayer was granted and few who heard 
yesterday afternoon the tolling of the bell, his dying gift 
to the church with which he had affiliated for three score 
years, but paused in their daily vocation in respect to the 
good old man whose life is one of the most complete in its 
Christian character of any with which we have ever been 
acquainted. 


About four years ago, his left leg was amputated below the 
knee, and at the time few supposed he would survive the 
operation, but he did and stumped cheerily around on a wooden 
substitute. The immediate cause of his death seemed to be 
the inability of the heart to longer send the blood through 
the arteries of the body. Every week the difficulty 
increased, and at the last it was but the flickering of the 
candle in the _ socket. To the last he retained full 
possession of his mental faculties, conversing with friends 
and relations and giving directions as to the manner and time 


of the funeral, etc. 


He was born in Vermont in 1803 and while yet a young= man 
emigrated to Mississippi from whence with his wife he came to 
Clatsop county in the spring of 1847, and where he has since 
almost continuously resided. In accordance with his last 
wishes the funeral will take place at half past twelve 
o’ clock P.M. tomorrow from his late residence. The remains 


“win weita4t * ATAae 


bP mnie 


7.) 0SeU de. me: A 20 ee SHY 


''\ holsvies iets (ta Jeeta art! 1 efh setae? .4- name | 
OL Te B54 wien Ae Gcieehions @int dm heih eresbbre. Sua. 
‘iS “egy, Jel? oA? se Koon edin yaeteteny d5afs*n S oS 
Sea) 0k C4 “nat? Hee Tie turd cee yew towg MIT” ope ¢ 
1G.) Shin. Gt Al Yate GAD td eolemed priitizon bhe . 7OVg"G 
oe ieee “calet Jno Ttimw'n a eaahipien baa 6onekT? ® 
aires “leveseA Sa! Be lsaqte Viwarl feosia yf eae 
wot Ye @)4uem, yomer ur? Sant Sina (1st ed yaw 91 alk ee 
Hie eldamtzes: 2143 te apatsatiue eit Vitise fnade deal Je 
Orie istiaswe 60055 Je rye eral e-awy Son) Jenl ett =0¥ nes. 
YRtanes Wor 4739 Alien Vienois! = >> oe Cle ieeend? thet 
orale Haynie wites Yo eniewi wet @99 Ai She wld dot 
Yo ‘eeonts *cens @?4 vid Sanebiva evan .5bad tq eaaeros%ae 
“eee yites aris at “sraidi@voril cfr ve yiivesp paiwevawnu 
aowitati, £14 spew) oF wtf beftevmon ¢siavitn? Onion tind 
ph $66 lef ea attr 2314 feat atS “41 tre Wiis odd sper wit 
ebmmr? a? .piuy geiteeszato fron ait mas? Gey) ehes wn ” 
' or3' tic Ad ly Gehegoe a @i1) wee 2S Baio viiab oa 


; 


te 

wns sigPwent = the Wieeh § gAin~eones awhen mei isiatd @iA 
eee “1G farts Gomes BAI ns poy OF Bascliesy ain bev izok 
ate e6@p \Glixes mi) T6595 Pied Afaam The 4As FAS bee , Flew 
Seco’ Sit betnig bat evil oi” Veo Vin we ae wi on ee inh 
ane a wm iwrydeeyl ern Ot wFil end fh deur! Srabiqut 
Geert pF terans WA eA fart 0yd4a Jeet ae Gi haw 3) wd Tod 
Ried wom wet bre belnetg cen ovetg etl) ol feleeos ag t 
Bdig«-griyh ett ylied end Yo Yel ilud 4% sedate bho feay 
Gyice wane S? Gateilteta wert or svi Adie wets ens He 
ond Od ° 93uq084 i Foliar vibe siartee iii beeen Jud 4e cee 
S22°rs @isliadc> Yess ey to son wi FFI Sears fem blo Pug 
faei* Sire overt ae Tisine fieiw yuna 4 vere pao ie) 9e 4578? 


ein tapas 


$02 v@tiedt Oietuann vas pet fu) #6) ,oGh Re ey eon) ped 
a1) gvivewe” Bivew, ari hetoonue «wat «nit wit in ek een 
hebeoe €@ fi Pnidein YD i iMeta Beseudac ban bE OF due? Ta ie i) 
od of pbessen (Afatk w)4 tn quad @96ib0081° oF O28 tfactisa 
(CueIHy. b6G'd oh): thew Yeprnel ad saad oF Ve VIF iden ead 
yo fiine>? tb ats. Gale eee “bud wit 30 @Giwdua_ and 
AN Wer GNinudatdd GAR Jil Gam 9) 990 POdF Up bas . Pas | 
Put <-bonintes, wit Semi wAt ‘nt - .jenshe ens ni athoew 
etre tA) “rifiee - prbavectes ,eeido>e). iashew 14 to ni» lodsenng 
POET NA MINES Ot GS GW endisaeyil poivig bre daotsaias, ban 
-23@ ,lacenub sad be 


an piney € Say Slirhi Bin COND ni peageey WE 
id MOOS Gil Aline att Mie entered’nest baa tz 
Sole Oar at! ever ant 4tett 86 entoge eft al véri 
ion | ein 12.9 G06 322Aah AA S5h ni Lit i 

rites! feaq tlew ta whale erfag 
imiAaa~ ail? -eoneh trey @olal wir 


will be carried to the Presbyterian church where the Rev. 
J.V. Milligan will conduct the funeral services, after which 
the body will be carried to Clatsop cemetery and laid by the 
side of that of his wife. 


The members of the Pioneer and Historical Society of Oregon 
will please take notice of the time of the burial of their 
deceased brother, T.P. Powers. July 12, 1883 DA 


——-Father Powers was one of the original organizers of the 
Clatsop Presbyterian church, the first Presbyterian church on 
the coast, and was the first Presbyterian elder west of the 
Rocky mountains. July 13, 1883 DA 


—-The funeral of the late T.P. Powers will take place this 
afternoon. The coffin will be closed at noon, and conveyed 
from his late residence to the Presbyterian church where’ the 
funeral services will be conducted by the pastor; from the 
church the body will be conveyed to the steamer, Sam, and 
accompanied by the family of the deceased will be taken to 
Clatsop cemetery, there to be interred. July 13, 1883 DA 


—-The flags throughout the city were at half-mast yesterday 
as a token of the mourning for the death of Father Powers, in 
whose demise the entire community feels a sense of personal 
loss. July 14, 1883 DA 


FUNERAL OF FATHER POWERS 
THE LAST SAD TRIBUTE OF RESPECT TO 
ONE IN WHOM ALL HOLD IN 
VENERATION. 

The funeral cortege accompanying all that was mortal of the 
late T.P. Powers, left his residence in upper Astoria at half 
past twelve yesterday and arrived at the 1st Presbyterian 
church at half past one. The church was filled by a large 
congregation who testified by their tearful presence the 
respect they felt for the memory of the good old man who by 
his long residence here, his earnest action and Christian 
spirit had won the love and esteem of all. The coffin, a 
heavy metalic casket covered with flowers having been in 
front of the pulpit, Rev. J.V. Milligan uttered a short = and 
feeling prayer, after which the choir sung the favorite hymn 
of the deceased--"“Jesus Lover of my Soul." Tears gushed from 
the eyes of many present as the familiar strains of the’ tune 
filled the room. At the close Dr. A.L. Lindsley of Portland 
offered a fervent prayer followed by Rev. J.T. McCormac, who 
read the funeral service. Rev. J.V. Milligan, pastor of the 
church in feeling words of eulogy paid eloquent tribute to 
the memory of the kind friend, the zealous advocate, the wise 


consellor, the steadfast Christian, who had gone to his 
grave, rich, in the possession of a well-spent life and the 


sure heritage of a glorious immortality, and in the 
possession of such a plentitude of affectionate remembrance 
as 1S rarely vouchsafed to any man in ae community. The 


speaker dwelt at length upon the admirable qualities of 
Father Powers, his patience, his good intent and beneficial 
service to the church and read passages from the diary which 
he kept during the long sickness. These, more especially the 
concluding lines written when the hand was almost stilled in 
death, were particularly affecting. Passing to a wider theme 
of thought the speaker dwelt upon the necessity of Christian 
effort, the lesson that death conveyed, the requirements of 
the Christian life and the rewards that it assured to those 
who were faithful to the end. 


He was followed by Rev. Dr. A.-L. Lindsley, pastor of the 
First Presbyterian church of Portland who delivered ai short 
and beautiful address upon the relation of the christian to 
the state, his position as a pioneer, and alluding to the 
thinning ranks of those who are among us with gray heads and 
bowed forms, the advance guard who came here years ago; said 
in the name of the pioneers of Oregon he spoke those words of 
one who was himself a pioneer, and aided in developing the 
essential elements of civilization in this remote corner of 
our country. "Safe in the Arms of Jesus" was then rendered 
by the choir and after a prayer by Wm. Wadhams of Portland, 
the body bourne by Messrs. W.H. Gray, E.C. Holden, H. Powell, 
Jno. Brice, Wm. Wadhams and Carl Hanson, was carried to the 
dock, where the steamer conveyed it together with the friends 
and relatives of the deceased to its last resting place by 
the sea, where 36 years ago, Mr. Powers had been ordained as 
elder in what was then the only Presbyterian church on this 
coast. 


So ends the last act in a life drama of four score years 
duration and though the grave cover all that is mortal of the 
old man, whom it was our priviledge to call a friend, yet the 
memory of his kindly presence will not soon leave us, and the 
end of life may be as full of hope and as bright with promise 
as was his, is the most heartfelt wish of all who knew him 
and loved him in life. July 14, 1883 DA 


TRUMAN PLEASANT POWERS 


My father, Truman Pleasant Powers, was born in Vermont in 
1803. When still a young man, his health failed & a warmer 
climate was prescribed for him, so he went south & remained 
there until 1844 when he crossed the plains to Oregon, it was 
on this trip that he met my mother & they were married & 
settled in Oregon City, my father taught school there until 
he decided to move to the mouth of the Columbia, where he 
felt sure the great city would be, they made this trip down 
the river in an indian canoe camping at Portland & St. Helens 
on the way- As I remember hearing them say they staid a while 
on Clatsop Plains-— later he took up a donation land claim on 
the Lewis & Clark river where we lived eight years’ then 
moved— to Astoria where he lived until his death in 1888, my 
father & mother were staunch Presbyterians, I remember’ when 
we lived on the farm every pleasant Sabath morning we walked 
through the woods to the McEwan place where we got a horse 
for my mother to ride the rest of the way, I rode behind her. 
Pa walking both ways- It was on one of these trips when 
returning from church, Mrs Gov. Gains, who was riding ahead, 
was thrown from her horse & killed. CJohn P. Gaines was’ the 
second governor of the Oregon Territory.1J] After going to 
Astoria, my father served as post master also was deputy 
collector of customs. His home was always open to ministers 
regardless of denomination, & he never lived ina place long, 
without starting a S. School, I am very sure he did more than 
any other, one man to get Schools’ started in Clatsop Cy. 
After he was seventy years old he taught one term in Upper 
Astoria, in a one room building — then he carried lumber & 
helped build the first real school building — he Served as 
School Clerk without pay for years, when he was seventy five 
he Suffered the amputation of his right leg- after a year of 
Suffering he recovered, & was able to get around & for three 
years, was quite well & was always cheerfull. & kept busy he 
always said he had rather wear out than rust out. He never 
lost faith in Astoria becoming a large city. There is much 
that could be said of his benevolence & (Ckindness?] to 
Strangers. My mother was an invalid for many years & died at 
the age of 62 —- They are both lying in the Pioneer cemetery 
on Clatsop Plains. 


Mrs. Christian Linenweber 
{From a manuscript at the Clatsop County Historical Society. J] 
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TRUEMAN POWERS.——Among all the pioneers, few have left a 


richer legacy of quiet manhood than Trueman Powers. A 
gentleman of the past generation, of dignified and 
considerate manners, of deep conscientiousness, and 


prevailing force of mind and will, he occupies a distinctive 
place in the memory of all who knew him, and in the history 
of Oregon. He was born in Vermont in 1803. He received in 
that state the education then in vogue, which gave much 
prominence to music in its curriculum. The proficiency thus 
gained in singing was to Mr. Powers a lifelong delight, and 
an efficient means of usefulness. 


A number of years of his early manhood were spent in the 
South and West; and in 18446 he crossed the plains to Oregon. 
That year was marked by unusual Indian atrocities; and the 
lady who subsequently became his wife saw her first husband 
murdered, and was all night alone with his dead body. In 
1848 Mr. FPowers and his wife came to Clatsop county, = and 
lived about a year on the Clatsop plains. He then went to 
the mines of California and afterwards laid a Donation claim 
near the mouth of the Lewis and Clarke river on the tide 
lands in Clatsop’ county. Becoming deputy collector by 
appointment of General John Adair, he made his residence at 
Upper Astoria, and lived at that point until his death in 
1883. 


In public works of honor or benevolence, Mr. Powers was 
always at the fore. He early made an expedition far upon the 
plains to help immigrants who were in distress. He held a 
seat in the legislature at an early day. He was the first 
elder in the first Presbyterian church organized within the 
present limits of Oregon. In religious matters he was very 
active, being a leader in singing and devotions. He was 
prompt in securing educational advantages for the children of 
the community, and even after the age of seventy taught a 
school three months in order to secure for it the state aid. 


His death, although coming upon him at the ripe age of 
four-score years, with strength already depleted by an 
accident sustained sometime before was greatly mourned by his 
family and deplored by the community. His wife had preceded 
him to the other world. His only child, Mrs. M.H. 
Leinenweber, wife of the late well-known Christian 
Leinenweber, a leading business man of Clatsop and Tillamook 
counties, lives at Upper Astoria with her three sons and one 
daughter, on the old homestead, improved as it has been by a 
very handsome residence. 


Hon. Christian Leinweber, deceased, for many years a leading 
business man of Astoria, was born near Firmasens, Bavaria, in 


1839...ComittedJ... He was married in 1847 to Miss Mary H. 
Powers, a daughter of the late Truman Powers, well known in 
Astoria. He was a native of Vermont, and crossed the plains 
to Oregon in 18446, taught school one year in Oregon City, in 
1847 came to Astoria, the following year prospected in the 
gold fields of California, but afterward returned to Astoria, 
where he spent the residue of his days. He was always 
interested in every enterprise for the city’s prosperity, 
Gave liberally to the churches, and the First Presbyterian 


Church of Upper Astoria, was donated by him [7]. He served 
as Deputy Collector of Customs, as Postmaster several years, 
and also represented Clatsop county in the Legislature. His 
wife was Mary Beale, a native of Virginia. Mr. Power’s death 
occurred in July 1883, aged eighty years. Mary, now Mrs. 
Leinweber, was their only child. Our subject and wife had 
five children: Truman, who died April Ll 1332, aged 


twenty-three years; Mary, deceased at the age of fourteen 
years; Fred, attending school at Wiesbaden, Germany; Hiram 
Brown and Ida. Mr. Leinweber died March 15, 1889, aged fifty 
years;... His residence, a fine two-story building, is 
located on Fifth and Abernethe avenue, in Upper Astoria. The 
estate consists of valuable residence and business blocks in 
this city, and farm property in Tillamook county. 


POWERS AGE BO 


ADDITIONAL RESEARCH NOTES 


The Genealogical Forum’s book, “Genealogical Material in 
Oregon Provisional Land Claims Abstracted From Applications, 
Vols. I-VIII 1845-1849, contains the following: 


POWERS, Trueman P., Yamhill Co., 640 acres. On north side of 
Yamhill River. Intends personal occupancy, 1 Feb. 1847. V 4 
peidss: 


POWERS, T.P., Yamhill Co. On Yamhill River. 8 Sept. 1847. 
Abandoned by personal request of Claimant in favor of John 
Wood, 22 Apr 1848. V5 p &2. 


POWER(S), T.P., Lewis Co., 640a. On Wallock River; “not far 
from Bakers Bay on the Columbia River"; meighbors are G.wW. 
Sholl and Geo. L. Curry. Occupancy 22 Apr 1848. Void by 
recording another claim 13 June 1848. V7 D> ie 6 


POWERS, Trueman, Clatsop Co. 640 a. W side (mouth) Lewis and 
Clarke River, near upper end of an island in Youngs’ Bay. 
Occupancy 12 June 1848. VeGVpr 9 < 


Truman Powers did have a successful donation land claim, 
number 711, from the Genealogical Forum’s books on DLC’ s, 
“Powers, Truman P & Mary M, Oregon City Land Office, 644.54 
acres, TSN, RIOW, Sections, 25, 24, (35) & 36". He arrived 
in Oregon Territory 1844, settled claim March 1851, married 
Mary M. Newton, 12 August 1847 in Polk County, Oregon 
Territory; signing his claim application were Thomas Newton, 
Ferdinand Ferrell and John Adair. It was patented Nov. As. 
1865, recorded in Vol. 2, page 291, and sent to the 
registrar, Nov. 15, 1865. 


On the 1849 enumeration of males in Oregon Territory, he was 
over 21. On the 1850 census he was 42 years of age, a farmer 
with property valued at $3000, and born in Vermont. The 1854 
state enumeration shows that he was S7 (these dates are 
obviously wrong). In 1858 there were three in the household, 
one male and two females. The assessment roll for 1859 shows 
him as having land bounded north by Youngs Bay, east by T.P. 
Powers, south by (vacant), and west by G.W. Coffinberry. It 
was in township 7, range 10, 320 acres, valued at $500, with 
taxes owing of school tax, fifty cents, state tax $1.00, and 
county tax $3.00. There was one male over 21 years, 1 female 
over 18, one female under 18 and over 10. He is not listed 
in 1859 as owning property in Adair’s Astoria. On the 1870 
census, he was 64, born in Vermont, a book agent. On the 
1872 assessment roll, Truman Powers is listed as owning 
sections 25, 26, 35, 346 in township 8, range 10, 505 acres 
valued at $1262, and 80 acres in sections 9, 10, 15, Loi 


township &, range 9, valued at $400. for total taxes paid of 
$30.75. He also owned ay ef Epp esa pa 2 Ah ENS Loses), ee a 
as 22ers eevee ole ey bi SHE Hehe Diet. OO? 71s) 73% fos 
and lots, 4, 5, and 6 in block od ge dd in Adair’s 
Astoria-total taxes of $20.14, paid by H. Brown. 


Mrs. Mary Ann Powers, according to the 1850 census, was born 
in Virginia and was 32 years old. In the 1860 census, she 
was 413; on the 1870 census she was 51. 


On the 1850 census, his daughter, Mary H., was listed as 
being three years Old, born in Chile. In 1860, she was 
twelve years old, born in Valpariso. She married Christian 
F. Leinenweber, 18 Sept. 1866. 


The 1880 census for Clatsop County, Oregon, page 251, shows: 


Powers, P. Truman, white, male, 77 years of age, Grand 
Father, married, Staying At Home, born Vermont, parents born 
Vermont. 

M. Mary, white, female 61, grandmother, married, At Home, 
born Virginia, parents born Virginia. 

Leinenweber, Cristian, white, male, 42, Husband, married, 
tannar [Ctannerd, born Bavaria, parents born Bavaria. 

Mary, white, female, 32, wife, married, Keeping House, born 
Chili. 

H. Truman, white, male, 12, son, single, At Home, attending 
school, born Oregon. 

M. Louisa, white, female, 7; daughter, single, At Home, 
attending school, born Oregon. 

T. Fredrick, white, male, 3, son, single, born Oregon. 

BR. Hyram, white, male, 1, son, single, born Oregon 

Carrelson (£73, Hanna, white, female, 20, servant, single, 
born Sweden, parents born Sweden. 


In an interview with Caroline Childs Van Dusen printed in 
Bethenia OQwens-Adair’s book, "Some of Her Life Experiences", 
page 198, (in the spring of *49) "there were but two frame 
houses in Astoria--Mr. Welch’s and Mr. David Ingalls’. We 
moved into one of the Shark houses that stood near where the 
Parker House now stands Cit was on the NW corner of 9th and 
Astor], in Astoria. These houses were built by the men. from 
the wrecked vessel "Shark." 

"Mr. Van Dusen had to split out boards’ for roofing and 
chinking this house. We had no furniture, except what we 
made ourselves. Our bedstead was made by boring three holes 
into the logs of the wall into which end and side rails were 
driven and fastened to one large log on the floor. We were 
very thankful, however, for this humble home, and soon made 
it cosy and comfortable. 

“About this time Mr. and Mrs. Truman P. Powers arrived in 
Astoria, and we gave them house-room for the use of their 


cook stove. We partitioned our house by the use of 
“clisquises" (mats), purchased from the Indians. These mats 
were very nice and pretty, being made from dried tules, from 
three to five feet wide and varying lengths." 


From the “Minutes of the Trustees Clatsop Plains Church, 
SSptegl Ss 1846—-Nov. 5, 1855", 


Clatsop Plains, Sept 19, 1846 
Agreable to public notice Rev. Lewis Thompson of the [7] 
Missourie presbyteria preached a sermon at the House of W-.H. 
Grays, and proceeded to organize “Presbyterian Church 
consistings Alva Condit Ruling Elder, W.H. Gray Mrs Ruth 
Condit and Mrs. Mary A. Gray.-- -- -- 

Public service was continued in said church By Rev. M 
Thompson alternately at the house of W.H. Gray and R.W. 
Morrisons-—-T.P. Powers and wife Mary Powers, John Adair and 
wife M. Adair— Mrs. N. Morrison were added to the church-—-". 


In the list of subscribers to the church Powers gave first, 
$100.00 and later $50.00. Page 11 states, "Voted that the 
Trustees named in said act Together with T.F. Powers and 
James Taylor as associates be the Trustees of the Society--." 
By 1852, Powers was Chairman of the trustees of the Church. 


From the Oregon Historical Society’s Quarterly: 


Vol. 33, page 27, Truman Powers was chosen treasurer of a 
committee chosen by the Provisional legislature of Oregon in 
1849 to supervise the minting of coins. 


Vol. 41, page S46, Truman P. Powers became postmaster at 
Astoria on June 23, 1853. 


Vol. 41, page 175-177, mention in Rev. George H. Atkinson’s 
diary. "After dinner Mr. Powers came on board (ship) = and 
introduced himself to me as an American resident and invited 
me to go to Clatsop and see Mr. Gray and family. We soon set 
out in an Indian 1log canoe, the first I ever was in. We 
first went on shore to the house in wh. he and Mr. Van Duzen 
occupy together for a time till he can build one for’ himself 
on his claim. Mr. P’s wife was Mrs. Newton whose husband the 
Indians shot as they were encamped for the night in the 
"Southern route" or pass in 1846. She is feeble but a 
pleasant lady...We left about 4 o.c., paddled across Youngs 
Bay five miles....We rowed two miles up the Skepenon river, 
the banks of which are fringed with rank grass." Truman 
Powers and his wife are on Atkinson’s list of Presbyterian 
members with the notation "maybe". 


E. Ruth Rockwood has a note regarding Mrs. Powers’ first 
husband. "1846. W. Newton was killed by the Umpqua Indians, 


on the South Umpqua River near the mouth of Deer Creek, the 
present site of the town of Roseburg. Newton was emigrating 
to the Willamette Valley, and had encamped for the night = and 
was killed while sitting in his tent"; Oregon Legislative 
Assembly, Council. Committee on Military Affairs, Reports, 
1858-59. List of those killed by Indians, 1835-1858, p. 10." 


@& biographical note by E. Ruth Rockwood: “Truman tae Powers, 
born 1803, was for many years engaged in steamboating on the 
Mississippi River, came to Oregon in 1846 and settled on 
Clatsop Plains. He was twice a member of the legislature of 
the Provisional government, and treasurer in the Oregon City 
mint. He and his wife were charter members of the first 
Presbyterian church organized on the Pacific Coast, that at 
Clatsop Plains, and he was the first ordained Presbyterian 
elder on the coast; “Oregonian", July 12, 1882." 


Vol. SO, page 235 Powers was chosen as civilian 
superintendent to complete the military road from Astoria to 
Salem in 1860, but work was stopped when the Civil War broke 
out soon after. 


In Fred Lockley’s' book, "History of the Columbia River 
Valley, from the Dalles to the Sea", page 189, James E.R. 
Harrell said that his first teacher was Truman Powers who 
taught school on Clatsop Plains in 1847. 


An entry in the Preston W. Gillette diary, located at the 
Clatsop County Historical Society notes that on August 7, 
18461, "The Powers family just moved onto the farm". This was 
at the mouth of the Lewis and Clark River on the west bank. 
Joseph Jeffers’ property was opposite Powers” and on the east 
bank of the Lewis and Clark. Jeffers also followed Powers as 
Fost Master in Astoria. It was Jeffers that Powers defended 
as being the discoverer of the cement. 


The 1872 "Oregon Business Directory" lists: 
Music Teachers--Vocal, Powers, T. P. 


Again, from the diary of P.W. Gillette: 

"Feb. 22, 1880, 

Today I called on T.P. Powers of Astoria, one of my oldest 
Oregon acquaintences. He used to be a neighbor of mine on 
the Lewis and Clark river in Clatsop County. He is at the 
Hospitle Csic] in this city being treated for a lame foot. 
He is 77 years of age, poor old man. His days are numbered. 
He crossed the plains in 1848 Can error, it was 1846], and 
has lived here ever since." 


From "One Hundred Years 1877-1977, First Fresbyterian Church, 
Astoria, Oregon", 


Uri, Ie 

"Qn January 14, 1883, at 10:30 in the morning, our bell 
first pealed out its message, *Come to Worship.” This was at 
the Ninth Street Church. 

After the lot was purchased in 1881 and the church building 
erected, Truman P. Powers donated the bell which was shipped 
around the Horn from the Meneley Bell Works of “Troy, New 
York. Mr. Powers had come to the Oregon country from Vermont 
in 1846, eventually settling in Astoria and was elected clerk 
of the Session of the church. 

Mrs. Mary Leinenweber, daughter of Mr. Fowers, told of the 
whole town waiting to hear the new Presbyterian Church Fell. 
It first rang at the dedication of the new building. Truman 
Powers said at that time, ’I like to think that long after my 
tongue lies silent in the grave, this bell will be calling 
people to church.” And we hear it every Sunday in our 
present church building where it calls the faithful to 
worship." 


See "Cumtux", Volume 8, Number 1, Clatsop County Historical 
Society for an article about Truman FPowers. 


The graves of Truman FP. Powers and his wife, Mary Powers, are 
in the Clatsop Plains Pioneer Cemetery on Highway 101 south 
of Astoria at the turnoff for Camp Rilea. To locate the 
graves, go through the entrance from the parking lot; turn 
directly right, to the north. The graves are not far ‘from 
the east fence. Maps of this cemetery can be found in the 
book, "Clatsop Plains Pioneer Cemetery", written by Jim 
Dennon and available from the Clatsop County Genealogical 
Society, 450 10th Street, Astoria, Oregon 97103. Located in 
this same pioneer cemetery are also the graves of Inez Adams 
Parker, Joseph Jeffers, the Leinenweber family members, 
Thomas Newton (who may be a relative of Mrs. Power’s first 
husband), and many of the friends Truman Powers associated 
with in life. 


A personal note: The day after I placed a copy of this book 
in the Astoria Public Library, a young man came in to look 
through the newspaper index cards for the name, Christian 
Leinenweber. When he told me that he was descended from him, 
I asked him what he knew about Truman Powers: he said that he 
had never heard of him. With book in hand, I introduced him 
to his own ancestor, Truman FPF. Powers. 
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